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                               APPENDIX A








                                  Terms





AIMS                    Automated Inventory Manager Support.  The 


                        system developed by DISC, DSDC, and other DSCs 


                        to process RBs.





CPU                     Central Processing Unit.  The computer circuitry 


                        which actually processes the information and 


                        controls the storage, movement, and manipulation 


                        of data.





CRT                     Cathode-Ray Tube is the term used interchange-


                        ably with display, screen, and video monitor.  


                        The CRT refers to the television-like screen in 


                        a computer, terminal, or monitor.





CURSOR                  A character, usually an underline or block, used 


                        to indicate a position on the screen.





DATA                    The general term used to describe information 


                        that can be processed by a computer.





DATA BASE               A collection of related data elements which can 


                        be combined in a meaningful way to build 


                        organized outputs of knowledge.





DEVICE                  A general term used to describe any part of the 


                        hardware used in the Zenith/other such system.





DMINS                   Distributed Minicomputer System.  The system 


                        that feeds information to the PC and mainframe.





DISK                    A device which stores data for a computer.  A 


                        disk can be either internal or hard or may be 


                        external or floppy.





DSC                     Defense Supply Center/Defense Support Center





FILE SERVER             A computer that allocates its physical disk 


                        resources for other intelligent computers to 


                        store their files.  In this case, the DMINS 


                        serves as the file server for the PC.





HARDWARE                Physical equipment, such as a computer, 


                        terminal, or printer which operates a system.





KEYBOARD                A device used to enter information into a 


                        computer, made up of two or more keys, often 


                        arranged like a typewriter and/or calculator.


�
LAN                     Local Area Network.  A telecommunication product 


                        which electronically connects computer devices 


                        together.





LOGIN                   An Identification (ID) number assigned to the 


                        user which allows access to the computer.  The 


                        LOGIN also prevents unauthorized accessing of 


                        data by other personnel.





MAINFRAME               The largest type of computer capable of running 


                        entire data systems.





MODEM                   Modulator-Demodulator.  A hardware device which 


                        converts the digital signals from the computer 


                        into a form compatible with transmission 


                        facilities, and vice versa.





MONITOR                 A separate peripheral used to display 


                        information.  The monitor may have a black and 


                        white or color display.





MOUSE                   A peripheral device with one or more switches 


                        that is connected to a computer or terminal, and 


                        is used as a entry device.  It can serve as a 


                        graphics entry device or as a control for cursor 


                        positioning on the screen.





PC                      Personal computer, the microcomputer acquired


                        for use by the DSC Inventory Managers (IMs) for


                        SAMMS Enhancement (AIMS).  





SOFTWARE                Internal computer programs, applications, or 


                        routines.  The AIMS software was developed at 


                        DSDC and DISC to create the online Recommended 


                        Buy process (Releases I, II, and III).





TERMINAL                An input/output device, usually consisting of a 


                        keyboard and a display screen.  A terminal also 


                        may consist of a printer and a keyboard.





WORD                    An application widely used in microcomputers for


PROCESSING              entering, manipulating, correcting, deleting,


                        formatting, and printing various types of text


                        such as correspondence, reports, legal docu-


                        ments, manuscripts, articles, and books.  This


                        application  usually includes a spell checker.
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