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                         ESSENTIALITY CODE (EC)

1.  Number of Characters:  One.

2.  Type of Code:  Numeric.

3.  Explanation:  This one digit numeric code indicates the degree to which the failure of the part affects the ability of the end-item to perform its intended operation.

4.  The following codes are assigned:

CODE   DEFINITION 

1      Failure of this part will render the item inoperable.

3      Failure of this part will not render the end-item inoperable.

5      Item does not qualify for the assignment of Code 1 but is 

       needed for personnel safety.

6      Item does not qualify for the assignment of Code 1 but is 

       needed for legal, climatic or other requirements peculiar to 

       the planned operational environment of the end-item.

7      Item does not qualify for the assignment of Code 1 but is 

       needed to prevent impairment of or the temporary reduction of 

       operational effectiveness of the end-item.

Blank  Same as Code 3 or appropriate service has not assigned an 

       essentiality code.

5.  References:

  Part 4, appendix B-401.
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