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VOLUME II  STANDARD AUTOMATED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (SAMMS) ITEM

           STANDARDIZATION APPLICATION PC PROGRAM

PART 1     IR STUDY (USLJP777) PROCEDURES/USERS MANUAL

CHAPTER 1  ITEM REDUCTION STUDY (IR STUDY)

SECTION 1  GENERAL INFORMATION

  a.  The IR Study is a PC based Windows Application Program (USLJP777) designed to work with the ISA data base tables built.  These tables provide the data elements in the DLSC Total Item Record for ad hoc and formatted queries for the purpose of conducting an Item Reduction Study.

  b.  Formatted queries are available in the Part Number Search Menu selection.  Ad hoc queries are available in the Characteristic Search Menu selection. 

  c.  IR Study processes eliminated the requirement for hard copy reports, LF-392 (IRS Control List), LF-385 (Characteristic Data Card for ISA), and LF-393 (TIIF/ISF/TIR Study Card).

1.1  PURPOSE AND SCOPE

  a.  The IR Study Procedures/Users Manual has been developed to assist the Defense Supply Center (DSCs) in using their personal computer for accessing information from the data base.  This manual will provide the user with instructions on the Windows application and its use in accessing and reviewing of data from the ISA Data Base.  This manual also provides a brief definition of each data element plus screen displays.

  b.  The IR Study program is designed to provide access to the data elements in ISA mid-tier data base tables.  This access is for building queries, updating characteristics, creating a link file (family group-ings) and NSN list file for use by the military service and civil agencies when the proposed item reduction study is distributed.

  c.  The IR Study Program provides information, ad hoc query capability and sorting of data online thus eliminating the need for the 5 x 8 stock cards previously used to display and sort the TIR data.  Files are created and saved on the PC for use by the military services during the review of a proposed item reduction study.

1.2  BACKGROUND

  a.  The redesign of the Item Standardization Application started in 1991 basically stating that the SAMMS ISF and item reviews would be accomplished online.

  b.  The System Change Requests were funded in 1994 to implement the changes to provide an online environment to conduct item reduction studies and query the standardization master file.

  c.  The mainframe batch processing still plays a major part of the application.  Those programs request the FLIS data, suspense for three weeks, sort, and download the required information to the data base tables.  The mainframe programs also maintain the master files with all file maintenance actions (internal or external) and provide the neces-sary download information for maintaining the data base information.

  d.  PC developed programs provide the information from the data base to the user. The programs further provide processes/screens to present and manipulate the data for updating the mid-tier tables on charac-teristic changes and eventually updating the master file with completed actions.

1.3  REFERENCES

  a.  DoD 4100.39-M, Federal Logistics Information System (FLIS) Procedures Manual.

  b.  DoD 4120.3-M, Defense Standardization Program (DSP) Policies and Procedures, July 1993. 

  c.  DLAM 4130.3, Standard Automated Material Management System (SAMMS) Technical Operations Manual, Volume I, Chapter 6, and Volume II, Parts 8 and 12, Appendix F.

  d.  DLAH 4130.1, Defense Logistics Information System SAMMS Handbook.

  e.  DLAM 4745.42, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 1, Section 1, SAMMS Technical and Logistics PC Data Entry Users Manual, ISAPC.

1.4  PROGRAM INFORMATION

  a.  The IR Study Program is identified as USLJP777.  It is written in C language, oracle data base, XVT graphics.

  b.  The initial installation of the executable is via floppy on individual PCs.  Subsequent revisions or changes will be updated with selection of the UPDATE ICON from your MS Windows Program Manager screen (PC Executable Program USLJP100).

  c.  Access to the IR Study is through a MS Windows ICON.

  d.  The user will use the SAMMS Windows application to access the data base information from the Server to the PC.  The following equipment is required for this access:

    HARDWARE                 SOFTWARE
    386 Processor            Windows 3.1 or greater

    4M - 8M Memory           DOS (Version 3.2 or greater)

    50M hard drive

    Mouse                    LAN Connectivity with WINSOCK.DLL (Version

    VGA/SVGA Monitor           1.1 or greater)

    LAN Connectivity

    Direct slaved printer

    VGA Driver

1.5  RESPONSIBILITIES

  a.  Defense Supply Centers are responsible for:

    (1) Installing the initial IR Study PC Program as applicable.

    (2) Obtaining logon and password from local security office, when required.

    (3) Reporting any problems with the IR Study PC Program to DSDC-MM0, DSN 850-9754, Commercial (614)692-9754.

  b.  DLA Systems Design Center (DSDC) is responsible for:

    (1) Maintaining this volume of the procedures/users manual.

    (2) Coordinating with the DSCs on any problems, changes, and/or releases associated with the IR Study PC Program.

1.6  SECURITY INFORMATION

  a.  The logon/password to the mid-tier data base is entered for each PC that has the program installed.  For entering the necessary infor-mation, use the CONFIGURATION selection.  Access is via the File pull-down menu selection.  Once entered into the system, the program will use what is entered for authentication.  Only changes need to be entered after then on, so there are no additional security requests for passwords necessary.

  b.  A logon/password is also required for the mainframe access (this is the same logon/password that is used for ISAPC uploads).  If these combination logon/password changes, then the CONFIGURATION screen for this program must also be changed (see appendix A-10).

  c.  The IR Study Program is for read only except for the MRC field in the Characteristic Table (LI4003m).  Changes and additions can be made to the data base using this program (menu selection Characteristic Update).  The tables are updated automatically with new additions (NSN/PSCN/MPNs) and deletions based on mainframe batch processing.  To add or delete to your study, refer to the REFRESH menu selection processes.

  d.  When accessing to the mid-tier (data base), the program has been designed to change the cursor to a fast moving clock.

SECTION 2  PROCESSING

2.1  MENU BAR

  Under the menu bar FILE, the following selections may be made:  open a new study, open a current study, close a study, delete a study, print set up, print, activate the scratch pad, set the configuration (logons/ passwords) or exit the program (see appendices A-1 through A-10).

2.1.1  NEW STUDY

  To identify and build files for a new study, select new study on pull-down file menu.  First select whether you are entering information for a single study or a combined study (two studies).  Then enter the following information:

  a.  Enter Study Number.  This field consists of the Federal Supply Class (four position numeric) and IRS serial number (two position alphanumeric).  The system automatically provides a dash between the two.  Enter both study numbers in fields provided if combined studies is selected.

  b.  Enter Study Name - Identify the study with a unique up to eight (8) positions alphanumeric name.  This name will be used in setting up directories on your PC for any PC files build for this study.  This name will be used by the PIRSL Program to retrieve the NSN List and LINK File information that will go with the PIRSL.

  c.  Originator Code - Enter the five position alphanumeric originator code that will be used for any transactions that are automatically built during the course of the item reduction study review (DICs ICZ, IAS, and IDS).

  d.  Identify the Drive if other than C:.

  e.  Click on OK or CANCEL.

2.1.2  OPEN STUDY

  To open an existing study, select OPEN Study from the pull-down FILE Menu.  The existing studies will be identified.  Select the study desired and then click OPEN.

2.1.3  CLOSE STUDY

  This selection is available once a study is open.  It will close the study for this session.  The user can only close a study while the IR Study Main Menu is being displayed.

2.1.4  DELETE STUDY

  This selection is available once a study is open.  Use with caution.  This will delete all references and files to that particular study.

2.1.5  SCRATCH PAD

  This selection is available once a study is open.  The Scratch Pad capability is a window for text input with approximately 10,000 posi-tions available to use during the processing of the item reduction study.  Any entry stays with this particular project. The scratch pad window has word wrap and simple edit capabilities.  Use the scratch pad as you would a piece of paper to jot down any notes or reminders as you are working the item reduction study.

2.1.6  CONFIGURATION

  This selection provides screen display for entering logons and pass-words for the individual PC being used.  Logons/Passwords are needed for both the mid-tier and the mainframe.

2.1.7  EXIT

  This selection exits the IR Study Windows Application Program.

2.2  MAIN MENU PROCESSES

  a.  The Main Menu provides the general access to IR Study.  This will always be the first screen that the user will see after opening a study.  The Main Menu gives a choice of features allowing the performance of each function that makes up the procedural flow of processing an Item Reduction Study.

  b.  Components consist of PART NUMBER SEARCH, UPDATE CHARACTERISTICS, CHARACTERISTICS SEARCH, LINK FILE, ISAPC INTERFACE, REFRESH, REPORTS, VIEW NSN LIST, and EXIT (see appendix A-11).

2.2.1  USING IR STUDY

  a.  OPERATING INFORMATION.  There is no strict procedural flow for doing Item Reduction Studies. Individual users and Item Configurations demand varied approaches.  Design considerations have been made to provide flexible approaches to perform studies for varied needs.  IR Study was built to allow for such variances and allow for studies to be done in the more or less generic method.  The following describes how the Main Menu’s selections can be used in doing a study by the most common method.  A review of area by the user can be beneficial in deciding how to adapt the IR Study capabilities to their own methods.

  b.  GATHERING DATA.  A study should begin by gathering catalogs, drawings, cross-references, specifications and other data on the subject to be studied.  Using this data the user can make queries into the PART NUMBER SEARCH and build files of NSN/PSCNs made by certain manufac-turers, or made to certain specifications/standards, or with certain part number characteristic such as containing 1/2 or ANSI or STL.  Files also can be made for all NSNs with TYPE 2 (incomplete) item identifications. Files can be tailored and built according to each study. 

  c.  UPDATING.  A lot of the NSNs that are eliminated during an Item Reduction Study have only entered the system because of the lack of technical data and the magnitude of the job during the Item Entry screening process. Screening for suitable substitutes and the fact that the characteristic data description of an NSN can remain constant while the actual item of supply changes considerably adds to the difficulty of the task.  Before sorting out NSNs by description and arranging them beneficially, the descriptions should be reviewed and updated.  This can be efficiently done by using files built in the PART NUMBER SEARCH process.  Performing this process also provides an ability to review each NSN/PSCN for potential Supply and Procurement problems.  The FULLVIEW screens in PART NUMBER SEARCH and UPDATE allow for easy access and viewing of all the NSN data.  A user should spend as much time as practical at the beginning of the study updating, where applicable.  As characteristic changes are made on screen to the study data base, the user should also be writing out the same changes and sending them to the Cataloging office.  This will ensure that the DLSC TIR will correspond with the mid-tier when the study is published.

  d.  SEARCHING FOR CANDIDATES TO CREATE FAMILIES.  After the mid-tier data base has been updated, the user uses CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH to perform the actual study.  This facility allows all the queries and searches needed to find replacement families.  The user can make a few broad queries to review the characteristic data layout.  Also provided are the numbers and type of responses that occur for the various MRCs.  DLSC LOLA facility is another source for viewing MRC response occur-rences.  After getting an idea of how the queries can best be completed, the study can be broken out into various files that provide workable groups within the study.  Each query and sort can then be modified to further define the groupings.  Finally, the two NSN screen comparisons can be used to refine the groupings into families.

  e.  REVIEWING THE FAMILIES FOR CORRECTNESS.  The replacement of items by other items, in the military arena, involves serious consideration.  The user needs to be able to do a comprehensive review of the families that have been built.  This can be done in the Link File.  After consideration has been given, the user can then upload the data sets created in ISAPC.

  f.  TRANSMITTING FAMILIES AND CODE CHANGES TO ISA.  After the families have been put together, rechecked, and forwarded to ISAPC, they must be uploaded to the mainframe for batch processes in the ISA Programs.  The IR Study provides access from the ISAPC INTERFACE menu selection.  The user can be working in IR Study, switch into ISAPC, upload data sets containing several families or code changes, and switch back to IR Study, all within the confines of the MAIN Menu (without leaving the open study).

  g.  CHECKING FOR CANCELED AND NEWLY ESTABLISHED NSN/PSCNs.  As a study progresses, some NSN/PSCNs are eliminated and some are added to FLIS. These NSN/PSCNs that have been added to or removed from the ISF have been added to or removed from the mid-tier data base tables also.  The REFRESH process allows the user to see these additions and subtractions and rework applicable queries and delete canceled NSN/PSCNs as appropriate.

  h.  GATHERING MANAGEMENT STATISTICS.  The REPORT Option allows for the compilation of statistics to indicate the effectiveness of the study.  These reports were identified by the DSCs as necessary information.

  i.  VIEWING THE RESULTS.  The VIEW NSN LIST can be reviewed as a way of checking the results of individual NSN/PSCN/MPN reviews.  Anytime during the study the user may go into VIEW NSN LIST, find the particular NSN/PSCN/MPN, and view any resulting annotations that are resident on their PC.

2.3  PART NUMBER SEARCH (see appendices A-12 through A-16-3 and A-60).

  a.  This selection allows for queries to be done on selected FLIS Total Item Record Segment A (Item Identification), Segment C (Reference Number), Segment E (Standardization) data elements, and Segment H (Catalog Management Data).

  b.  The results can be saved to a file or printed to use later in Update Characteristics and additional searches done at the end of the study to create DIC ICZ transactions to update the mainframe ISF.  

2.3.1  PURPOSE

  The Part Number Search process provides a means of interrogating the combined part number data of all the NSNs/PSCNs in the study.  The file can be queried by any of the following data elements or a combination of these data elements:

    CAGE Code

    Part Number

    Reference Number Variation Code

    Reference Number Category Code

    Item Standardization Code

    Type Item Identification Code

    Acquisition Advice Code

2.3.2  DESCRIPTION

  a.  Selections for this function are made from the PART NUMBER SEARCH Entry Screen that is accessed by selecting PART NUMBER SEARCH on the Main Menu.  The user can use the mouse to click on the particular DATA ENTRY BOX they wish to use.  When the cursor bar (I) is showing in the desired entry box, the user can type in the particular data for the desired search.  Combination boxes are provided for Part Number and Sort entries to allow the user selection of various responses.  They are activated by clicking on the adjacent Activation Arrows.

  b.  When the entries have been made, the user clicks on the SEARCH button.  After the search is completed, the screen will display PART NUMBER SEARCH RESULTS. The following data fields are displayed:

    NUM                 The NUMBERED record of the query result.

    NSN/PSCN            The NSN/PSCN associated with the particular PART

                          NUMBER matching The query.

    I                   The ITEM STANDARDIZATION CODE.

    T                   The TYPE ITEM IDENTIFICATION CODE.

    A                   The Acquisition Advice Code. 

    REFERENCE NUMBER    The PART NUMBER(S) associated with The NSN/PSCN

                          that match the query.

    CAGE                The COMMERCIAL AND GOVERNMENT ENTITY CODE.

    RNVC                The REFERENCE NUMBER VARIATION CODE.

    RNCC                The REFERENCE NUMBER CATEGORY CODE.

    DAC                 The DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY CODE.

  c.  The REFERENCE NUMBER/CAGE combination identifies the uniqueness of a record in the part number file. The user should be aware that queries  on part numbers may result in multiple occurrences of an NSN in a particular search query.  Remember you may sort your query by NSN and those multiple occurrences will then be together.  A saved query will automatically delete the duplicated records. 

2.3.3  COMPONENTS

  The Part Number Search consists of processes to search through the NSN/PSCNs of the Item Reduction Study by creating unique queries against the reference numbers, CAGEs, reference number category codes, reference number variation codes, the standardization code, the type item identification code and Acquisition Advice Code.  By creating tailored lists to review, the user can enhance the research needed for conducting the Item Reduction Study.

2.3.4  PROCESSES

  In addition to creating tailored query lists, the following processes are available from the part number search results screen:

  a.  Save File

  b.  Full View

  c.  Get Current ISC

  d.  Print Set Up and Print (available from pull-down File Menu)

2.3.4.1  SEARCHES AVAILABLE

  A query can be built by using any of the following or any combination of the following:

  a.  By CAGE and Part Number  

    Sample query:  Enter CAGE 12345, and in part number fields, enter beginning with AD3, or containing 56 anywhere in the part number, and being a primary 3-2 reference, enter RNCC 3 and RNVC 2, then click on SEARCH ------- this query would bring up all the NSNs where CAGE 12345 is a 3-2 reference and the part number either begins with AD3 or contains the numbers 56.  The following chart identifies these particular search parameters.

CAGE   RNCC/RNVC   PART NUMBER   RESULT
12345    5-9       AD356         Will not be in since 5-9 reference not

                                   3-2

12345    3-2       ADxxx         Will be in since begins with AD

12345    3-2       XX561111      Will be in since contains 56 

12345    3-2       DA65DA65      Will not be in since does not start

                                   with AD or contain 56 (5DA6 does not

                                   count)

54321    3-2       AD356         Will not be in since CAGE is 54321

  b.  By CAGE

    (1) Move the Mouse Pointer to the Entry Box to the right of CAGE IS EQUAL TO and click.  The cursor bar will appear and the user can type in a CAGE.

   (2) The screen will allow searches on up to three different CAGEs  at once.  All part numbers on all the NSNs in the study that belonging  to the given CAGEs will appear when SEARCH is complete (if no other entries are added, such as Part Numbers, RNVC/RNCC, or ISC to redefine or further delineate the query).

    (3) A particularly good use for this facility would be when the user has a cross-reference sheet between several CAGE codes.  Another appli-cation would be when a manufacturer’s catalog is handy.  The user can arrange all the part numbers in order and update each as they go through the catalog. 

  c.  By Part Number

    (1) Move the Mouse Pointer to the combination box to the right of the label PART NUMBER.  Click on the down arrow.  The user will be presented an option to either search a part number in one of three ways:

      (a) IS EQUAL TO - This query will find an exact match of whatever part number you enter.

      (b) BEGINS WITH - This query will give all part numbers beginning with whatever alphanumeric characters that are entered by the user.  (The entry box to the right will accept up to 19 alphanumeric characters.)

      (c) CONTAINS - This query will find every part number that contains the string of characters that the user has entered.

    (2) The screen allows two separate query conditions to be built.  (For example, one condition would be all part numbers beginning with a 3, while the second would be all containing 3XCD)  The two query conditions are joined by an OR.  Therefore, any part numbers meeting either of the conditions would be displayed on the SEARCH RESULTS SCREEN.

    (3) An excellent example for using this screening method would be for searching for all NSN/PSCNs with Military Standard and/or Aeronautical Standard reference numbers.  Simply search for all part numbers beginning with MS or AN. 

  d.  By Reference Code Data

    (1) Move the Mouse Pointer to the small boxes below the label RNCC AND RNVC and to the right of the label REF CODES.  Click on the appropriate box and enter the value desired when the Cursor Bar(I) appears.

    (2) The user may enter up to three RNCC/RNVC combinations.  (For example, the user may wish to view all the 3-2 references in the study or all the 3-2 and all the C-1 references.) 

    (3) This facility is specially useful when used with other entries (For example, if you wished to search out all part numbers of a certain kind and wished to restrict your search to the 3-2 and 5-2 references.)

  e.  By ISC

    (1) Move the Mouse Pointer to the Entry Box to the right of ISC IS EQUAL TO.

    (2) Enter a valid Standardization Code of 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, B, C, or E.  The query will result in all NSN/PSCNs in the study that are assigned that particular ISC. 

    (3) This facility would be particularly useful when checking for ISC 5 NSNs that have not been changed during the study performance.  Then you would do this query near the end of your study.  Once you have dis-played this type of query, then click on GET CURRENT ISC Process.  The program will get and display the current ISCs from your PC File NSN List.  This provides the user a current list of NSNs that still need the CHANGE ISC Process.  Another advantage of this type of query is upgrading items that are ISC of C.

   f.  By Type (Type Item Identification)

    (1) Move the Mouse Pointer to the Entry Box to the right of AND TYPE IS EQUAL TO.

    (2) Enter a valid Type of Item Identification Code (1, K, L, 2, 4, M, or N) by clicking and entering at the cursor bar.  This will provide a query result of all NSNs with that Type Code.

    (3) This facility would be particularly useful at the study beginning for doing characteristic updates on the items with Type 2 descriptions.

   g.  By AAC

    (1) Move the mouse pointer to the ENTRY BOX to the right of the AAC IS EQUAL TO.

    (2) Enter a valid Acquisition Advice Code (see Table 58, FLIS Manual 4100.39-M, Volume 10).  This will provide a query result of all NSNs with that type AAC.

    (3) The technician may combine the query of the AAC with any other query fields to further qualify or delineate results.

    (4) This facility should be particular useful to query for AAC that equal V or Y (terminal items) for a list of NSNs that would require a replacement.

2.3.4.2  SORTING YOUR QUERY

  The query may be sorted by CAGE, Part Number, Part Number and CAGE, or NSN/PSCN.  Make your selection prior to depressing the SEARCH key.  Click on the arrow to the right of the Sort by field to change sorting characteristics.  A total record count will be displayed at the bottom left on the Part Number Search Results Screen.

2.3.4.3  SAVING YOUR QUERY

  After search parameters were entered and the SEARCH process complete, the user then views the results of the query on the PART NUMBER SEARCH RESULTS Screen.

  a.  The user can scroll the Results by using the scroll bars. There are several process options at the bottom of the screen.  Select SAVE FILE to save the query file for later use.  The file may be brought up and viewed in the UPDATE CHARACTERISTICS function that appears following PART NUMBER SEARCH on the MAIN Menu.

  b.  The query result can be saved as a permanent file.  This file can be used in the UPDATE CHARACTERISTICS facility to allow for updating of data grouped as a certain CAGE, specification, or Type Item Identifi-cation Code, etc.

    (1) At the PART NUMBER SEARCH RESULTS SCREEN the user has the choice as to whether to return to the previous screen (CLOSE) or SAVE FILE.  To save, click on SAVE FILE.

    (2) The program will automatically get the current ISC from the NSN List File prior to providing the SAVE RESULTS AS Screen. 

    (3) A window will open titled SAVE RESULTS AS. The user is prompted to ENTER A FILENAME TO SAVE DATA.  The filename chosen must be 1-8 characters (standard DOS file naming convention).  After clicking OK, the file will be saved (the program automatically adds .pnf extension) if none is indicated.

2.3.4.4  FULL VIEW

   a.  This process will provide the full Total Item Record view of the selected NSNs/PSCNs.

   b.  Hold the CTRL key down and use the mouse pointer to select items to view.

   c.  Once items are selected, the FULL VIEW button at the bottom of the screen activates.

   d.  Click on the FULL VIEW button once the selection process is complete.

   e.  The full view of data will be presented for review.  The data displayed will be for the first NSN/PSCN selected (highlighted).  The other functions available from the FULL VIEW screen are described in paragraphs 2.4.5 through 2.4.14. 

2.3.4.5  GET CURRENT ISC

  This process selection will update any query displayed with the current ISCs of those NSN/PSCN/MPNs from the PC File NSN List.

2.3.4.6  PRINT QUERY

  This process selection from the pull-down File menu will provide a hard copy of the query.  Use Print Set Up to select printer.

2.3.5  USING THE PART NUMBER SEARCH QUERY RESULTS

  There are a variety of different tasks that can be accomplished within this function:

  a.  NSN/PSCNs can be broken out by manufacturer and saved into a file.  This can be specially useful when a manufacturer’s catalog is available that gives item descriptions.  In order to take full advantage of the Characteristic Search facility, the Characteristic Data on the NSNs should be updated as much as possible.  The user puts in the CAGE(s) of the Manufacturer whose catalog is available.  After saving the file (in part number order for ease in looking up), the user would use Update Characteristics and go NSN to NSN making amendments and revisions to the descriptive data contained in the mid-tier data base.  For example, a catalog will indicate an item to be 1/2 inch long and made of steel.  The DLSC TIR will indicate only 1/2 inch length with the Material MRC  unanswered.  By updating the mid-tier data base to include the material,  a query for all steel that is 1/2 inch long would produce this NSN along with the other potential candidates for consolidation.

  b.  A list of NSNs by CAGE can also be used if a cross-reference is available.  The user could input both CAGE Codes in the search and arrange the list by CAGE first and then Part number (sort by option: CAGE/Part Number).  Using the cross-reference, the user can simply scroll the file to detect matches.

  c.  The user can also use the PART NUMBER entries to get superseded specification/standard numbers by doing all part numbers beginning with MS or AN search.

  d.  By searching for TYPE (TYPE ITEM IDENTIFICATION CODE), the user can make files of NSNs that have various degrees of partial description so that they can be brought up in Characteristics Update for making additions.  Ideally, the file of all the Type 2s would be brought up and amended at the very beginning of the study (if data is available).  The rest of the ISC C NSNs could be completed following this as time allows.

  e.  Generally, this facility allows a search of the Study NSN/PSCNs by everything practical, except by the Item Characteristics (which is completed in Characteristic Search).

2.4  UPDATE CHARACTERISTICS (see appendices A-17 through A-32)

  a.  This process provides a means to update MRC data on the mid-tier data base, record changes in the NSN File (notes, standard notes, MRC changes, ISC changes) and provides access to additional data from the mainframe and FLIS.  This will allow the user to do effective queries and obtain superior study results.  The elements that can be changed in this process are individual characteristics and the ISC.  The CHANGE ISC process will automatically build the DIC ICZ transaction and forward it to ISAPC.  The user must go into ISAPC to actually send the transaction as with other ISA transactions.  Characteristic changes are actually only changed on the mid-tier.  The actual characteristic data on the DLSC TIR does not change automatically.  The user must submit changes to the DLSC TIR through the regular prescribed channels.

  b.  The user should make the changes and additions necessary in the UPDATE and forward the appropriate data to their appropriate office so changes are made in FLIS.  By making the updates in the study data base, the results of any sorting, queries and other data manipulations are enhanced when using the CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH OPTION.

  c.  The processes involved in an Item Reduction Study are ideal for the conversion from a desk top, paper intensive operation to the PC.  It must be noted, however, that the PC based program’s efficiency is governed by the amount and accuracy of the data.  For this reason, the more thorough the user is in utilizing the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC function, the more advantageous the automated system can be exercised.

2.4.1  UPDATE OPTIONS

  The selection of NSN/PSCNs to be updated is made either from an NSN list of the whole study or from a listing made in the SAVE FILE function of the PART NUMBER SEARCH.  The updates are done on screen and the user is asked on completion if they should be recorded on the study data base or discarded.  (This is a safety feature so that direct input is not made from the keyboard to the study data.)

2.4.1.1  SELECTING NSN/PSCN/MPN LIST

  When the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC menu selection is made, an UPDATE OPTIONS window is displayed.  Click on the radio button to the left of the NSN List.  This will provide a list of all the NSN/PSCN/MPNs cur-rently built on the PC for the study that is open.  A total count is provided in the lower left corner of the window.  If additional items have been added or deleted since the first load of the study, see REFRESH process for updating the NSN List and MRC builds within the items.

2.4.1.2  SELECTING P/N FILE

  The other option is to select a file previous saved while using the PART NUMBER SEARCH process.  These could be NSNs of all the same CAGE, Item Identification Type Code, etc.  Access a list of those saved files 

to choose from by clicking the radio button to the left of PART NUMBER SAVE FILE.  This will reverse highlight the Combo Box to the right that lists the current Saved Files.  The file names can be scrolled by  clicking on the Down Arrow of the box. A total count is provided in the left corner of the window for each file selected.  The selection is made by clicking on the desired file.

2.4.2  SELECT

  Whichever option was selected (see paragraphs 2.4.1.1 or 2.4.1.2), a list of NSN/PSCN/MPNs involved will be displayed.  Scroll to the item desired and click the mouse.  Click on the SELECT button and a FULL VIEW of the selected item will be displayed.  See paragraph 2.4.5 for explanation of FULL VIEW screen.

2.4.3  SEARCH

  Once you have make a radio selection, an option is provided to enter the particular item that is desired.  By clicking on the SEARCH button, a window is displayed for entering an NSN/PSCN/MPN.  Type in the item (no dashes for NSNs/PSCNs, but enter all necessary special characters for MPNs) and click on OK.  The display window will highlight the searched item.  Click on Select to get the FULL VIEW of information on that item identified.  See paragraph 2.4.5 for explanation of FULL VIEW.

2.4.4  CHANGE ISC (Mass DIC: ICZ)

   a.  The option of automatically changing the standardization code for many bachelor items is available with the CHANGE ISC button in Update Characteristics process.

   b.  First select the specific P/N search results file.  Then highlight the items that are to be changed (hold down CTRL key on your PC and use the mouse pointer to select each item).

   c.  Once the items are selected, click on the CHANGE ISC button.  A dialog box is provided.  Select the appropriate ISC for the highlighted items.  The program will automatically geneate an individiual DIC: ICZ for each item and create the appropriate data set in ISAPC.  NOTE:  If any one item in the highlighted category does not meet the edit criteria for DIC: ICZ (example, item is ISC 1), no transactions will be generated.  Make the applicable correction and select CHANGE ISC again.

2.4.5  FULL VIEW SCREEN DISPLAY

  This screen display is built from information on the mid-tier tables.  The following is an explanation of the displayed data:

  a.  Top of Screen, Item Identification Data.

    NSN               National Stock Number Involved

    INC               Item Name Code

    ITEM NAME         The approved Item Name or Unapproved Item Name

    ISC               Item Standardization Code

    TYPE              Type Item Identification Code 

    AAC               Acquisition Advice Code

    REVIEWED BY       The ORC of the person reviewing the study will be

                        displayed here after the NSN is reviewed.

    PREV ISC          Previous ISC.  This screen provides the process of

                        changing the ISC using CHANGE ISC button at the 

                        bottom of the screen.  This field will identify 

                        the ISC prior to its change.

    REVIEWED DATE     Date Reviewed by user 

    CCF               Criticality Code, FIIG

    PDMRC             Reference/Partial Descriptive Method Reason Code

    DEMIL             Demilitarization Code

    FIIG NO           Applicable Federal Item Identification Code

    ASGM DTE          Date NSN/PSCN established in the FCS

    HMIC              Hazardous Material Indicator Code

    PMIC              Precious Metal Indicator Code

    ESDC              Electrostatic Discharge Code

    REF NO CD         Reference Number Code - (C)ommercial or (M)ilitary

The data elements of this group that can be updated from this screen are REVIEWED DATE and the ISC.

  b.  Midway Through the Screen

    (1) Reference Number.  The screen provides scrollable window that displays the Reference Numbers associated with the NSN/PSCN.  The fields displayed are Part Number and related RNCC (Reference Number Category Code), RNVC (Reference Number Variation Code), and the DAC (Document Availability Code).

    (2) Drawings.  Drawing availability information can be accessed by clicking on the DRAWINGS button.  The Reference Number data will be replaced on the screen by the DRAWING data if available including the following fields: Reference Number, Drawing Number, CAGE, DDC (Document Data Code, S/D/T/P (Specification/Drawing/Standard/Publication), TDAC (Technical Data Acquisition Code, and the VRC (Validation Reason Code).  The VRC will be identified when the drawing information was requested but not available.  The horizontal scroll arrows will allow scrolling LEFT and RIGHT for better viewing of these fields.

    (3) Related NSNs.  This information can be accessed by clicking on the RELATED NSNs button.  The Reference Number (or Drawings) data will be replaced on the screen by the RELATED NSN data if available including the following fields: Related NSN, ISC, Upload Date, Upload ORC, Subgroup Code, and Jump-To Code.

  c.  Bottom of Screen, Characteristics Data.  The characteristics of the NSN/PSCN are provided in this area.  See paragraph 2.4.6 for additional information.

2.4.6  NOTES

  Two additional button options are available for use in making annotations, NOTES and STD NOTES.  These note fields allow up to 80 positions of text information to be added.  Either note area will be connected to the NSN and may be viewed whenever the NSN is viewed.  These fields are stored on the PC in the NSN List File.

  a.  STD NOTES will be extracted from the NSN List File and go out with the PIRSL for viewing by the service/agencies.  These notes are more of a formal set response type annotation.  Similar to what might have recorded on the LF-384 under the Remarks Section.  This is ideal for annotating that a LOGISTICS TRANSFER is needed in order to align the PICAs and build the family.  Upon receipt of the PIRSL the Reviewer can scan this file and send the appropriate information to the Logistic Reassignment contact. The Standard Notes could also indicate that CATALOG CHANGES ARE REQUESTED.  The actual change could then be recorded in the NOTES or in the Backup Data.

  b.  NOTES will not go with the PIRSL and should be used for your own personal needs (such as the manufacturer’s points of contact, some peculiarities of the item’s application or information on characteristic data changes that have been submitted but are not yet recorded at DLSC).  

2.4.7  MRC REVIEW

  The Characteristic Data area displays the MRC replies available for that NSN.  The format lists all MRCs that have been identified by all the NSNs in the study and that could be answered.  In the right hand corner the window will show how many PAGES of Characteristic Data are available and your current PAGE. The word PAGE refers to the set of MRCs currently visible.  The user should use the up/down arrows located at the right of the PAGE prompt to move forward/backward through the characteristics.

2.4.8  MRC CHANGES

  In order to make a change in the characteristic data displayed for an MRC, the user places the mouse pointer on the beginning of the word(s) or number(s) desired to be changed.  Holding the mouse button down the user then drags the Mouse Pointer across the wording to be changed.  This area will show up highlighted in reverse video.  When the user begins keying in the correct reply, the highlighted area will disappear and the new data will record on the screen.  MRC changes are not per-mitted for SR-1 or SR-5.

2.4.9  MRC ADDS

  a.  In many cases an MRC will be unanswered.  New data may be added.  This is accomplished by double clicking on the label (MRC Description).  Be aware that, although the data added will not automatically be updated on the DLSC TIR, it must be recorded in such a way (FIIG compliant) that any subsequent sorts and queries done in Characteristic Search, will display the reply properly. 

  b.  When the user double clicks the MRC, a entry box opens in the Characteristic Data portion of the screen.  The entry box will accept up to 950 characters if it is an identified text field.  If numeric two boxes will be added.  One for the numeric entry and one for the descrip-tion (i.e., two inches).  If only one line’s worth of text is entered, the MRC entry will only take up one line when leaving and returning to that NSN.  If more than one line is entered the text box will remain the size of the Characteristic Data area of the screen.

    When the user has finished adding the data required, scrolling UP or DOWN will permit the user to continue.

2.4.10  SAVING CHARACTERISTIC CHANGES

  Before leaving the full-view screen of an NSN (either by clicking on NEXT NSN, PREV NSN, or MAIN MENU) the user is prompted (if something was changed) by a dialog box asking  DO YOU WISH TO SAVE THE CHANGES YOU HAVE MADE?.  The user has the option to SAVE, DISCARD, or CANCEL. 

  a.  SAVE.  This option will amend the CHARACTERISTIC DATA of the NSN/ PSCN on the mid-tier data base table.  The MRC and the date of the change will also update the NSN List File.   Until such time as the user elects to Refresh the data with current FLIS data (input of another DIC YAZ-S transaction), any work done inside IR Study will be using data maintaining the changes saved in this process.  Saving the changes will identify the item as reviewed (see paragraph 2.4.12).

  b.  DISCARD.  This option will discard any changes you make and leave the NSN/PSCN data in the same condition as it was before the user did any changing action.

  c.  CANCEL.  This option will disregard both saving or discarding and return the user to where they where before trying to move from the NSN/ PSCN.

2.4.11  OTHER DATA REVIEW

  Most of the additional data review access are buttons located at the bottom of the Full View Screen.  See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 5 for additional information on Other Data Available.

  a.  CHARS.  Characteristics.  This process will return the user to the Characteristic Data paging type Window after reviewing other data windows (Segment H, Futures, or CTDF).

  b.  CTDF.  Contracting Technical Data File.  This button changes the Characteristic Data Scroll Window to a CTDF Data Scroll.  The user first must identify the CTDF options required by clicking on the CTDF OPTIONS pull-down menu at the top of the MENU BAR.  This will allow the choice of viewing the following CTDF data groupings:

    CONTRACT HISTORY

    PID DATA

    TECHNICAL HISTORY

    PGI DATA

    WEAPON SYSTEM INFORMATION

    END ITEM

          or

    ALL CTDF (this option covers all of the above)

See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Paragraph 60501A for the complete list of data elements provided in this option.  The user can select as many options as desired.   Once the options have been selected, click on the CTDF button for viewing data that is available.  The program will use OPENLINK program to retrieve the available data from the mainframe files.

  c.  SEG H.  Segment H or the Catalog Management Data.  Phrase Code data is provided when available.  When the user clicks the SEG H button, the program will use OPENLINK/PASSTHROUGH processes to retrieve the data from the FLIS Total Item Record. 

  d.  FUTURES.  Segment Z (Futures) from the FLIS TIR is displayed when available.  The program uses OPENLINK/PASSTHROUGH processes to retrieve the data.

  e.  NEXT NSN - Displays the next NSN either from the Saved File List or NSN List whichever is being used during this process.

  f.  PREV NSN - Displays the previous NSN.

  g.  USERS.  This button located under the DEMIL Code in the top portion of this screen provides all the PICA/SICA information needed for review.  The program uses the OPENLINK processes to access the mainframe file and will display along this same line.

2.4.12  CHANGE ISC

  Change Item Standardization Code.  Use this button to change the ISC (to ISC 2, C, or 5) of the item you are reviewing.  Identify the ISC, the program will automatically generate the appropriate DIC ICZ if desired.  If changed, this code will replace the current one displayed at top and the current will be shown as the PREV ISC.  Changing the ISC will mark the item as reviewed (see paragraph 2.4.13).

2.4.13  MARK REVIEWED

  This selection on the top menu bar will mark the item as reviewed.  The program updates the NSN List File with the ORC, date reviewed.  This review date will be used in any requested report and will be displayed in the header area of the item information whenever the full view of the item is requested. 

2.4.14 USING UPDATE CHARACTERISTICS PROCESS

  a.  The DLSC TIR may or may not correctly describe the current Item of Supply.  Often, aside from Item Reduction Studies, a comprehensive review of an NSN is not done unless difficulties arise in purchasing.  Consequently, as the part numbers are modified, the TIR data may dif-ferentiate considerably.  When the user does the review,  additions and changes can be recorded on the mid-tier.  Features that would not fit into certain queries in Characteristic Search may, after update, show up and become candidates for consolidation. 

  b.  Obviously, the opportunity exists to get better results in the study.  Also, by alerting the proper offices to the changes needed,  problems that occur during the purchasing process can be avoided.  Although changes can only be made to Characteristic Data on the mid-tier, all the information from DLSC and SAMMS local files are on the screen at one access point.  The user can readily note the changes needed to Part Numbers, PID data, etc. and initiate action to update.

  c.  Reviews/updates can be quickly accomplished by using the Part Number Search to build files by Type Code, CAGE, or specific/partial Part Number(s).  The relevant Catalogs and information can be at hand and the NSNs can be viewed in succession.

  d.  The effective use of the Update Characteristics process greatly enhances the effective use of the Characteristic Search.

2.5  CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH (see appendices A-33 through A-46)

  a.  The Characteristic Search capability is the process developed that eliminates the need for manual sorting of 5 x 8 stock cards that contained both local and DLSC Total Item Record (TIR) data.

  b.  The mainframe program generates DIC LTI transactions to DLSC for TIR data.  When received, portions are used to build the record in the ISF and build other mainframe files.  Additionally, data is downloaded to the mid-tier creating ISA data base tables LI4003a, LI4003c, and LI4003m.  These tables make the descriptive data available for the IR Study (PC Program USLJP777) to accomplish the Characteristic Search process (ad hoc query of the Characteristic data of the items in the study).

  c.  This menu selection provides the ability to search through all the study NSN/PSCNs for those items that fit into certain descriptive parameters.  The parameters are dictated only by the commodity being studied and selection criteria made by the user.  (For example, the user prepares a query to provide all NSNs that have first end length of more than 1.5 inches (> 1.5) and less than two inches (< 2).  The items identified can be extracted out of the total study NSN List and held aside for further review.)

  d.  The Characteristic Search provides the ability to place data from a number of NSN/PSCNs next to each other for comparison purposes. This is accomplished by placing two NSN/PSCNs (with their data) on the screen at a time (split screen).  One or the other of the items may be frozen on the screen while the other item area will roll through the NSN/PSCN list that was created.

  e.  After the ad hoc query is made, the capability is available in Characteristic Search to compare items, view additional data, create families, change ISC, or mark the item reviewed.  All these actions are available from the same screen (NSN Comparison).

  f.  The options provided once Characteristic Search is selected from the Main Menu are:

    BUILD NEW QUERY

    BROWSE SAVED FILE

    RETURN TO MAIN

2.5.1  BUILD NEW QUERY

  At the beginning of a study, a user would select Build New Query to create searches on selected characteristics of the items in the study.

2.5.1.1  PREPARING QUERY

  a.  At the top of the screen, there is a Scroll Box with the title SELECT ELEMENTS TO VIEW.  The box allows the user to select what MRCs/ Descriptions they wish to see displayed in the Query Result.  They are displayed in alphabetical order.  The MRC button will display/remove the four position MRC next to the MRC description.  Make your selections by holding down the CTRL key and clicking the mouse.  This allows for making multiple choices.  Only the one selected data element would be in the list of Selected Elements without holding down the CTRL key and whatever was chosen previously would be omitted.

  b. The choices made will show up as fields or columns on the screen when viewing the Query Results.

  c.  Using Select Elements to View.  The user can select as many MRCs as desired for display on a query result (up to 30).  It would be practicable to select six or seven MRCs when doing a generalized search on some commodities. (For example, it may not be necessary to display all MRCs when the query requested all items containing a particular material.  The results listing six or seven MRCs would probably provide enough to differentiate possible combinations.) 

    (1) The MRC descriptions are provided in alphabetically order for selection.  The user may choose any amount (up to 30) of the MRCs for viewing and sorting purposes in any order.  As they are selected, they will be displayed in the Sort Order Box in the order selected.  The query will be sorted in the order they appear in the Scroll Box.  The user can utilize this to do some preliminary review (MRC replies, MRCs replied most frequently).

    (2) RESET ALL.  This button located at the bottom of the screen, will reset all the selections made selected, this will reset the selections made to UNSELECTED all at once.  Each selected MRC can be unselected individually if desired by holding down the CTRL key and clicking on that individual MRC.

  d.  Sort Order.  At the lower left of the screen is a Scroll Box entitled SORT ORDER.  As selections are made in the upper Scroll Box they appear in this box in the order they will be displayed in the query result.  

     (1) Change the order by resetting and making different selections to suit your desired results, OR

     (2) Change the sort order by highlighting the MRC and rearrange the order by using the thin up/down arrows to the right of the SORT ORDER box.

  e.  In the middle of the screen is the facility for building the queries.  Queries are built one line at a time and can contain as many lines as necessary.  Each line takes the form of the build facility:  (from left to right):

    ( ELEMENT    OPERATOR      STRING       )     CONNECTOR

    {the MRC} { =, <, >, etc.}{ a value  }     {and, or, done}

    (1) A left hand parenthesis “(“ is located on the far left. This facility will allow nesting of query statements.  Nesting or imbedded queries refers to placing statements in parentheses so they will be performed first and the results will then be considered against the statement not enclosed in parentheses.  The nesting feature is exactly the same as the parentheses used in mathematical equations.

      (a) EXAMPLE 1:  Condition 1 and (Condition 2 or Condition 3).  The query result takes everything that matched either condition 2 or con-dition 3 and groups them together.  Then anything out of that grouping that also meets condition 1.

      (b) EXAMPLE 2:  Condition 1 or (Condition 2 and Condition 3).  The query result takes whatever matches both condition 1 or condition 2 and groups it with whatever meets condition 1.

    (2) The right parenthesis “)” is used to complete a nested or imbedded condition.  If the user clicks on the left “(“ parenthesis, the right parenthesis must be placed in the query to close it.  The user can complete as many line statements as necessary to build the nested conditions, but the program will not allow the DONE until the right parenthesis is added.

    (3) Element Box.  A drop down scroll window that provides the MRC to choose for your query.  Click on the element desired.

    (4) Operator Box.  A drop down scroll window that provides the operations portion of the query.  Choices are:

      (a) =   Is equal to, if a numeric, this would be a exact match; if

              a character string, this would be contains (in other 

              words, the value entered is part of, or all of, a reply to 

              that MRC).

      (b) <   is less than

      (c) >   is greater than 

      (d) > = is greater than or equal to

      (e) < = is less than or equal to

      (f) ! = is not equal to

      (g) LK = is contained with 

    (5) String Box.  An entry box that allows the placing of a value  (either numeric or character string).  This is activated by double clicking on the box and typing in your entry.  For example, to get all widgets made of iron the user would use the operator equal (=) and Iron in the String entry box, or MATERIAL = IRON.

    (6) Connectors.  The connectors are words that join each line statement of the query to the next statement or finishes the query.

      (a) AND  - Meaning this statement and the next must be true

      (b) OR   - Meaning either this statement or the next must be true

      (c) DONE - Ends the statements or queries.

  f.  At the bottom of the screen are other buttons for selection:

    (1) SEARCH.  This selection begins the search of the query. This will display the Save Results As Dialogue Box.  Once saved, the program will perform the query.  The cursor will change to a clock indicating the program is accessing the data base.  A progress indicator will display the percentage of completion (see appendix A-62).

    (2) RESET ALL.  This selection will reset all current selections.

    (3) EDIT/DELETE.  This selection will allow for changing queries.  This button will not be activated until a specific query is selected and a line statement is changed (see paragraph 2.5.1.4 for information about changing queries).

    (4) LOAD QUERY.  Whenever a query file is built, the query and the query results are SAVED.  This query can be retrieved and either modified or reused.  Use this button to load the desired query.

    (5) BACK TO MENU.  This selection returns the user to the Characteristic Search Menu.

2.5.1.2  SAVING QUERY

  a.  Once your query is complete and the user executes the Search, the screen will prompt the user for the output file name. The Save Results As Name is provided by the user inside this dialogue box.  The program provides an extension to the file built on your PC.

    (1) *.PAR.  The data file that contains all the items that are part of the query results and the MRC information that was selected in the SELECT ELEMENTS TO VIEW Box.

    (2) *.QRY.  The query file extension for saving the query for reuse.

  b.  Use a two to eight position name in the File Name Entry Box.  Try to use a name that will easily identify the type of query and results.  The program will automatically save the query using the same name that the user used to save the query results.  If you use a file name already used, it will replace the old information with this query and results.  

2.5.1.3  QUERY RESULTS

  The screen displaying the query results is the same whether the user created a new file or browsed a saved file.  The Query Results Screen shows the end product of the query.  The items are numbered at the left.  A total count is also available in the lower left corner.

  a.  The Upper Screen area consists of  a scroll box which lists all the NSNs answering the query in the sort order the user selected. The screen shows 11 items at a time and the user can scroll down or up to view the remainder.  There are only 100 items brought down to the PC 

level at one time.  This is necessary for space availability. The user is furnished two buttons at the screen bottom that will bring down the NEXT 100 and the PREVIOUS 100.

  b.  The user should use the Scroll Box as a way to view breaks in potential matches.  Consider the following arrangement:  

************************************************************************

NSN         MRC2         MRC3        MRC4

1111        .400        .600        .200

2222        .500        .600        .300

3333        .500        .700        .400  ?
4444        .500        .700        .400  ?

5555        .500        .700        .400  ?
6666        .500        .700        .500

7777        .500        .800        .500

8888        .600        .800        .600

************************************************************************

In this example, the user has arranged the sort so that the break in the parameters is readily apparent.  The potential for finding a replacement family by comparing NSNs 3333, 4444, 5555 is graphically represented.  When building the Query View the user should strive to fashion the Sort Order in this manner.  If, on the first try, this is not evident, the user can go back and EDIT to refine the query.

  c.  A Check Box is displayed to the left of the Items to allow the selection of Items for Screen Comparisons.  The user clicks on the items that are desired for comparison and then clicks the COMPARE button at the screen bottom.  The Check Box is a toggle switch whereby alternating clicks can:

    (1) Place a check mark by the NSN to select it for Compare.

    (2) Place a ? by the NSN to create additional groups for later review. 

    (3) Clear an icon.

    (4) Place a trash can by the item to indicate it will be omitted 

from the Query Result File on exiting and reentering the screen.  The trash can is useful for taking out items to better organize the Query View.

  d.  Any of the scroll boxes can be scrolled line for line or by clicking on the Up/Down arrows or can be paged by clicking on the scroll bar shaft, either forward or backward of the position indicator.

  e.  The following features are included below the Scroll Window. 

    (1) NSNs CHECKED.  This is a scroll box which records the items the user has selected for viewing. 

    (2) NSNs TRASHED.  This is a scroll box which records the items that the user has selected to be trash canned (or deleted from) the Query Results File.

    (3) COMPARE.  This selection activates the COMPARE SCREEN which allows viewing of selected items, two at a time.

    (4) VIEW QUERY.  This selection allows for the user to inspect the query.

    (5) NEXT 100.  If the Query Results File has greater than 100 items, it will be divided into 100 item increments.  This selection will display the next 100.

    (6) PREV 100.  This selection will display the previous 100 from the current selection.

    (7) JUMP-TO.  This selection will display a window for the user to identify a number in hundred increments to jump to when the query results in many hundreds or thousands.  This is advantageous when the user has looked at 400 or 500 one session and wants to jump to the 600 grouping the next session.

    (8) SEARCH.  An individual item search is available.  Select SEARCH button.  Input desired item and the program will search for that specific item. It will then display the group of 100 items that contains the requested item.

    (9) PREV WINDOW - This selection will return the user to the BUILD NEW QUERY SCREEN.  Any items that have been marked trashed will be deleted from the saved file if desired.  If in Browse Save File, the Characteristic Search Menu will be displayed. 

   (10) SCROLL REPLY TEXT - This feature allows for MRC replies which extend to the right past the scroll box length.  The user can click on the space to the right (or left) of the scroll bar position marker. This will advance page lengths (as standard Windows operation of scroll bars 

allows).

   (11) RESULTS of NSNs      thru      of        .  This indicates which 100 item segment the user is viewing and the total NSN count of the Results File. 

2.5.1.4  CHANGING QUERY.

  To change a query:

  a.  Select Build New Query from Characteristic Search Menu.

  b.  Select Load Query button at the bottom of the screen.

  c.  Select the query that needs changing from the list box.

  d.  Click on the line statement that needs changing.  This will activate the Edit/Delete button.  Click on the Edit/Delete button.  Continue changing additional line statements until complete.

  e.  Select the Search button.  You will be asked to save your results and the program will automatically save the new query.  If you want to replace the previous query and results with this changed query, use the same file name.  Otherwise, both queries will be saved.

2.5.2  BROWSE SAVE FILE

  a.  The user can also option for using BROWSE SAVE FILE.  This allows for using a file that was already built.  Selecting this option will bring up a screen for Selection of files.  A scroll box on the left displays all of the previously built files.  The user clicks on the desired file and then clicks OK to access the file.  Once the file is displayed, the user proceeds with the operation as in the BUILD NEW QUERY Option.

  b.  One advantage of using this feature is to break items down by

sizes, or some other designators (for example, SIZES 1”, 2”, 3”, 4”, etc.).  These files could then be brought up as separate, for ease of reviewing, study portions.  The user may want to study only the 1” which would be a smaller number of items and more manageable.

  c.  Any of the scroll boxes can be scrolled line for line or by clicking on the up/down arrows or can be paged by clicking on the scroll bar shaft either forward or backward of the position indicator.

2.5.3  FULL VIEW COMPARISONS

  Once items are checked on the Query Results Screen, the user will then compare those marked items.  Select the COMPARE button at the bottom of the screen.  This is where the program displays two items together (split screen) and the user determines if (given the same form, fit, and function) one of the items can effectively replace the other.  The screen is split top and bottom between two items.  The display is basically the same data that is available in the Full View segment of the Characteristic Update function.

  a.  The user picks one of the two items displayed as the active item.  This is done by clicking on the top line of the NSN’s display.  This is where the display reads NSN Comparison (xxxx-xx-xxx-xxxx).  Once clicked on, the background of this line will show up in blue or another color signifying that it is active.  When the NEXT (>) or PREVIOUS (<) NSN is clicked on, it is this area which advances. 

  b.  The user can use the pull-down menu bar, Data Options, to access the various data that is not provided initially on-screen.  The following selections are available:

    (1) Go To NSN.  This option allows the user to bypass the NEXT/ PREVIOUS method of moving to another NSN in order to get to an NSN

further along on the CHECKED NSN LIST.  The user is presented a scroll box that lists all the NSNs that have been checked.  When the desired NSN is scrolled to and clicked on it replaces the Active NSN on 

the current screen.

    (2) Users (Seg B).  This selection will display all the PICA/SICA information for this item.  The information will be displayed near the top of the screen under the DEMIL Code field.  The program uses the OPENLINK processes to access the mainframe file.

    (3) Reference Numbers.  This selection provides scrollable window that displays the Reference Numbers associated with the NSN/PSCN. The fields displayed are Part Number, and related RNCC (Reference Number Category Code), RNVC (Reference Number Variation Code), and the DAC (Document Availability Code).

    (4) Drawings.  Drawing availability information can be accessed by clicking on the Drawings selection.  The Reference Number data will be replaced on the screen by the DRAWING data if available including the following fields:  Reference Number, Drawing Number, CAGE, DDC (Document Data Code, S/D/T/P (Specification/Drawing/Standard/Publication), TDAC (Technical Data Acquisition Code, and the VRC (Validation Reason Code).  The VRC will be identified when the drawing information was requested but not available.

    (5) Related NSNs.  This information can be accessed by clicking on the RELATED NSNs button.  The Reference Number (or Drawings) data will be replaced on the screen by the RELATED NSN data if available including the following fields:  Related NSN, ISC, Upload Date, Upload ORC, Sub-group Code, and Jump-To Code.  Related NSN information is taken from the PC Link File.

    (6) CTDF.  The Contracting Technical Data File.  The user selects or checks whatever CTDF data that is desired.  When the CTDF button at the bottom of the screen is selected, these checked fields will be displayed if available.  These fields are:

        CONTRACT HISTORY

        PID DATA

        TECH HISTORY

        PGI DATA

        WEAPON SYSTEMS

        END ITEM

        ALL (use for checking all of the above) 

See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Paragraph 60501A for the complete list of data elements provided in this option.  The program will use OPENLINK program to retrieve the available data from the mainframe files.

  c.  An additional pull-down menu option is NOTES.  The user can add or review NOTES (both STANDARD and regular NOTES to the activated item). These are the same NOTES which are accessible in other areas.  They stay with the NSN and contain information about that individual NSN.  These notes are part of the NSN List File.  Remember Standard Notes are visible to the services/agencies with the Disk PIRSL.

  d.  The user can MARK REVIEWED the active NSN (see paragraph 2.4.13 for full explanation of Mark Reviewed).

2.5.4  OTHER DATA REVIEW

  Most of the additional data review access are buttons located at the bottom of the Full View Screen.  See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 5 for additional information on Other Data Available.

  a.  CHARS.  Characteristics.  This process will return the user to the Characteristic Data Scroll Window after reviewing other data windows (Segment H, Futures, or CTDF).

  b.  CTDF.  Contracting Technical Data File.  This button changes the Characteristic Data Scroll Window to a CTDF Data Scroll.  The user first must identify the CTDF options required by clicking on the Data Options pull-down menu at the top of the MENU BAR to make the required selections.

  c.  SEG H.  Segment H or the Catalog Management Data.  Phrase Code data is provided when available.  When the user clicks the SEG H button, the program will use OPENLINK/PASSTHROUGH processes to retrieve the data from the FLIS Total Item Record. 

  d.  FUTURES.  Segment Z (Futures) from the FLIS TIR is displayed when available.  The program uses OPENLINK/PASSTHROUGH processes to retrieve the data.

  e.  See paragraph 2.5.3 for other data available by using the pull-down Menu Data Options at the top of the screen.

  f.  > NSN.  This selection displays the next NSN from those checked on the Query Results List.

  g.  < NSN.  This selection displays the previous NSN that was viewed.

2.5.5  FAMILY BUILDS

  This is the most common place family builds will be processed.

  a.  The user can add to families by clicking on the Head of Family to highlight it or activate that portion of the split screen, then click on Family Build button.  The user will be provided an entry window which shows the NSN/PSCN clicked on as the Family Head and the member will be the NSN not activated on the split screen.  Other appropriate informa-tion necessary for building a DIC IAS must be entered or selected (Standardization Code, Subgroup, Jump-To Codes, etc.).

    (1) The FAMILY BUILD Window includes the following features:

      (a) HEAD OF FAMILY and ISC.  This shows the top NSN as the family head and offers the choice of making the ISC a 1 or B.

      (b) FAMILY MEMBER and ISC.  This shows the other NSN and offers the choice of making the ISC a 3, E, or Generic 2.

NOTE:  The REVERSE button will switch the two items.  The top NSN/PSCN shows initially as Head of Family because it was in the activated portion of the screen.

      (c) SUBGROUP and JUMP-TO.  These codes can be added at this time if applicable.

      (d) TYPE TRANSACTION.  This is a pull-down menu which allows selection of NSN TO NSN, NSN TO MPN, NSN TO PSCN, MPN TO NSN, and MPN TO MPN to ensure the correct transaction is generated to ISAPC.  Note:  The user needs to use Family Build process in Link File if the Head of the Family will be an MPN.

      (e) PRC.  Optional.  Entry box for Proposed Reason Code.

      (f) DC.  Optional.  Entry box for Decision Code.

    (2) A standardization code change in Family Build process will mark the item reviewed (see paragraph 2.5.7).

2.5.6  CHANGE ISC

  Change Item Standardization Code.  Use this button to change the ISC (to ISC 2, C, or 5) of one of the items being reviewed. Identify the ISC, the program will automatically generate the appropriate DIC ICZ if desired.  If changed, this code will replace the current one displayed at the top and the current will be shown as the PREV ISC.  Changing the ISC will mark the item as reviewed (see paragraph 2.5.7).

2.5.7  MARK REVIEWED

  This selection on the top menu bar will mark the item as reviewed.  The program updates the NSN List File with the ORC, date reviewed.  This review date will be used in any requested report and will be displayed in the header area of the item information whenever the full view of the item is requested. 

2.5.8  USING CHARACTERISTICS SEARCH PROCESS

  a.  The Characteristic Search is the major tool for comparing like items and preparing the standardization relationships.  Ideally, all the characteristic data has been updated as much as possible prior to using Characteristics Search.  Obviously, query results are only as good as the data used in creating those queries.

  b.  The user may begin by inputting some generalized queries that will display a large portion of the study NSN/PSCNs.  A variety of MRCs can be selected to view.  This process does not eliminate the use of the FIIG or online LOLA as preliminary review of the items in the study item name code.  This process is provided to query for broad categories. Then continuing to query for subcategories.  Eventually finding smaller and smaller groups of items for review.  The user can then write queries that will produce these subgroups as files.  Each file then, could con-tain all items in the study that are a certain size, style etc.  The user can sort these files in a variety of different ways to get an idea as to what other features can be used to further break down the item groupings. down.  The user will become familiar with the process to use the PC to eliminate the time consuming effort of sorting salient features of the items.  Each commodity requires a different approach and each user is allowed to explore with the processes provided in IR Study.

  c.  Once an idea of how to structure the initial queries is obtained the user can edit the queries for additional subgrouping.  For example, all the widgets are broken into sizes 1”, 2”, 3”, and 4”+.  By trial, the user sorts the 2” widgets by color, then by material, then by style.  All combinations are reviewed and the user decides that  material would be the next best division to further break down the widgets.  The query that is used to produce the 2” file is now edited to produce more files containing plastic 2” widgets, steel 2” widgets and rubber 2” widgets.  Then the user decides to sort these files on style first, color and weight as secondary sort parameters.

  d.  The user now has a group of files that are made up of, for example, all 2” widgets made of plastic and arranged so that all those that are red are in weight order.  The query that built this file can be continuously used throughout the study by simply changing the 2” value and the plastic (for example, edit the query to read size = 3” and material = rubber).  The sort order can always remain the same (see paragraph 2.5.1.4 for Changing Query).

  e.  The user can continue to separate the query results to the desired level by reusing the query and adding additional statements to narrow the results.  By sorting to one or more files, the user can place the items in the order best suited for making comparisons.  This would usually entail using the most answered MRC as the first sort parameter, then the second, etc.).  The view (which MRCs, in which order) can be structured for visual scanning.

  f.  At this point, the user should have a file narrowed to a usable size and sorted so breaks are apparent in the sort order with defined subgroups or categories (such as, a file sorted on colors with all the greens, then the reds, etc.).  The user can then can scan the displayed MRCs (as selected) and select potential families.  Once the families are selected, the user can then use the NSN Comparison screens to establish the validity of the relationship.  NSNs can be eliminated from the file as appropriate.

  g.  The user can establish the family once the review is complete.  Use Family Build process to generate DIC IAS to ISAPC.  Changes can be made to ISAPC before upload or Delink process can be utilized (DIC IDS) if further review changes the proposed family.

  h.  Remember the availability of the Scratch Pad from the File pull-down menu.  This window travels with the project so the user’s personal notes are handy whether they were made in Characteristic Search or Part Number Search.

2.6  LINK FILE (see appendices A-47-1 through A-51, and A-61).

    This facility is for viewing NSN/PSCN/MPNs that are linked in the ISF when the study was built or those families that the user has linked during the process of working the item reduction study.  The user is also provided the option of building families or adding to existing families from this menu selection. A print of the Link File is available by using the FILE pull-down menu.  This is the only processing screen where a user can delink or dissolve a family or family member.

2.6.1  FAMILY LISTING

  a.  The upper portion of the Link File Screen display is the NSN Families Window.  This window shows the Heads of Families (NSN/PSCN or MPN with ISC of 1 or B) for each family on the ISF and/or built during the item reduction study processing.  Data elements displayed for each item is:

    ISC       The Standardization Code of the family head, 1 or B.

    SUBGROUP  Subgroup Code, if applicable.

    TYPE      Type of item, NSN, PSCN, or MPN.

  b.  The lower screen is activated by clicking on a NSN in the upper screen. What is displayed here is the family that is linked to the NSN in the upper screen.

   c.  New families built during the process of the item reduction study are added to the bottom of the list.  By using RESORT, all items will be realigned.

2.6.2  FAMILY MEMBERS

  NSN Family Members are shown when a head of the family is highlighted in the upper screen.  Displayed data elements for each family member (ISC 3, E, or Generic 2) are:

    ISC        Standardization Code

    SUBGROUP   Subgroup Code, if application

    JTC        The Jump-To Code (if applicable)

    UPLD DATE  The Upload Date.  This is Julian date when the DIC IAS

                 was passed to ISAPC.

    ORIG CODE  The Originator Code that the user used for processing

                 transactions for this project.

2.6.3  FAMILY BUILDS

  This is the same feature as appears in Characteristic Search (see paragraph 2.5.5 for complete description of Family Build process).

  a.  The user can add to families by clicking on the Head of Family to highlight it and then clicking on FAMILY BUILD.  The user will be provided a Entry window which shows the NSN clicked on as the Family Head.  The user must key in each family member that is to be added in the member box and add other appropriate information necessary for building a DIC IAS for that particular NSN (Subgroup, Jump-To, etc.).

  b.  The user can also build families from scratch in this screen. The user selects Link File from the Main Menu and clicks on Family Build without clicking on a Head of Family item (if the user has been building on existing families going out to the MAIN MENU and back in will clear the highlight).  Once the highlight is cleared, the user will then have blank Entry boxes in both the Head of Family and the Family Member.

  c.  Use the Link File Family Build process when the Head of the Family will be an MPN. 

  d.  The Link File is not only a tool for putting together records for the Link file but it also generates the DIC IAS and IDS transactions to ISAPC.  The user is asked whether this should be accomplished.  Select-ing NO at this prompt will void sending the transaction to ISAPC for uploading to the ISF, but the PC File (Link File and NSN List File) will be changed.

  e.  Any change to the standardization code using the family build will mark the item reviewed in the NSN List File.  See 2.4.13 for full description of Mark Reviewed process.

2.6.4  FAMILY DELINKS

  This feature allows the user to delink or dissolve the families or family member.  Upon clicking on this option a window comes up asking DE-LINK THE SELECTED MEMBERS FROM THEIR FAMILY?  The user then does De-link and the Member is removed.  The Subgroup/Jump-To coding is not automatically realigned.  The user should check ISA Query to make adjustments as appropriate.

2.6.5  SEARCH CAPABILITY

  This feature opens a Entry Window for the user to put in an NSN/PSCN or MPN that is known to be a part of the study.  The search will then automatically display that particular family.

2.6.6  FULL VIEW

   The FULLVIEW will display:

  a.  The full screen (the same screen as is displayed in the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC process) on the Head of Family, or

  b.  The split screen (the same screen as is displayed in the CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH) which shows the Head of Family and the Member that the user has highlighted. 

2.6.7  USING LINK FILE PROCESSES

  This option has a variety of advantages:

  a.  Review Current Existing Families.  The user can check each family to make sure all the members and subgroup codes are as intended.  The user can also use Full View to do a secondary review of the data that pertains to the family proposal.

  b.  Delete Family Members.  The user may discover information during the course of the study which invalidates a proposed family.  The family can be realigned in this option.

  c.  Add Family Members.  The user can add member(s) in this option without using CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH process.

  d.  Build Families.  The user could actually build all the families from this screen if all the NSN/PSCN/MPNs are known for family building.  Lists could be prepared from the Part Number Search Process and used to 

build families applicable to the study.  IR Study provides some powerful capabilities in the Characteristic Search process for building proposed families, and it does not limit or hinder the user to create families using other options.

  e.  Reverse Family Head and Family Member.  The user can reverse the head with a member of a family with a click of the REVERSE NSNs button.

2.7  ISAPC INTERFACE (see appendix A-52)

  ISAPC is a PC transaction entry program (USLFP352).  This is a separate executable program that must be loaded on your PC to facilitate the interface.  See DLAM 4745.42, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 1 for additional information about ISAPC processing.

2.7.1  USING ISAPC INTERFACE

  The user is able to select ISAPC from the IR Study Main Menu to create transactions, and/or view/edit and upload any data sets created auto-matically by the IR Study program.  There is no need to close a study, exit or otherwise get out of IR Study to toggle back and forth between IR Study and ISAPC.

2.8  REFRESH (see appendix A-53)

  This selection allows viewing the changes made to the mid-tier by mainframe batch processing.  The additions of NSN/PSCN/MPNs by the user responsible for the study will be displayed on the REFRESH screen.  Any deletions from DLSC File Maintenance (i.e., item cancellations, NIIN/ PSCN Status Code Changes, ISF Maintenance) will also be displayed on the REFRESH screen.

2.8.1  ITEMS ADDED

  These are NSN/PSCN/MPNs that have been added since the user accom-plished the initial download of the study or since the last REFRESH process was executed.  This list of ITEMS ADDED is produced by the program comparing the current NSN List File with the mid-tier tables.  If an item is on the mid-tier and is NOT in the NSN List File, it will be added to the ITEMS ADDED list.  The user will be prompted with DO YOU WISH TO REFRESH? when the CLOSE/ADD button is selected.  A YES response will then add the items to the NSN List File, update the LINK File List if necessary, and review the characteristic attributes of these new items to add MRCs if required (if there are no items left to delete).

2.8.2  ITEMS DELETED

  These are NSN/PSCN/MPNs that have been deleted either from MPNs changing to PSCNs, PSCNs changing to another PSCN or NSN, cancellations of items, NIIN/PSCN Status Code changes, and other ISF or DLSC file maintenance on the items in the study.  The list of ITEMS DELETED is produced by the program comparing the current NSN List File with the mid-tier tables.  If an item is on the NSN List and no longer on the mid-tier table, it will be added to the ITEMS DELETED list.  Each items selected can be deleted by clicking on the DELETE button.  Once the user selects the DELETE button, the program will delete the item from the NSN List File.  See paragraph 2.8.3, Review, before processing the deletes.

2.8.3  REVIEW

  This process will provide the Link File for review. The user then has the opportunity to review and realign an existing family prior to the item delete.

2.8.4  USING REFRESH PROCESS

  The user needs to process all deletes prior to accomplishing the add capability.  Prior to completing the delete process, the user must realign the family, make a new family head, adjust the Subgroup/Jump-To codes, as appropriate.  The program only deletes from the NSN File List and adds to both the NSN and Link File Lists.

2.9  REPORTS (see appendices A-54 through A-57)

  This selection allows for two required production type reports. This option is useful for obtaining progress at any point during the processing of the item reduction study.

2.9.1  MRCs CHANGED

  This report is a scrollable screen that lists all the MRC (character-istic) changes completed during the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC function. If a given NSN had three MRCs changed that NSN will show up three times.  The four position MRC and the Julian date of each change will be recorded next to the item.

2.9.2  ITEMS REVIEWED

  This report will give a count of how many items were reviewed in a given time period by a particular user or given Originator Code.  The user is provided an Entry window which requests a date range.  This entry takes a Julian date.  The current Julian date is available at the top of the window.  If the user wishes to see how many reviews were done in the last two weeks, the entry in the first box should be the current date minus 14 and the TO date should be the current. The user then inputs their ORC code or another ORC when more than one person is working the study.  The results displayed are:

    TOTAL NSNs       The total NSNs on the NSN List (how many in the

                       study).

    ORIGINATOR CODE  The ORC being checked.

    DATE(S)          The requested dates.

    NO. REVIEWED     The amount of NSNs reviewed in that time period.

2.9.3  USING REPORTS OPTIONS

  a.  The user can get a count on MRCs changed at anytime.  Also, the MRC Change listing will show what MRC was changed for what NSN.  This will allow the user to avoid taking a count on the same MRC/NSN twice (in instances when the User has changed an MRC and then changed it back). The user should be aware that the MRC changes only reflect what was done on the mid-tier and the NSN List File, not in FLIS. 

  b.  The user can use the Items Reviewed to tell not only how many were reviewed in a certain period but also, how much of the study has been completed (NO. REVIEWED since beginning versus TOTAL NSNs).  Another advantage of this facility is to check at the beginning of a study to see if the whole study has come down to the mid-tier from the mainframe suspense file.  This can be done by doing a REFRESH (if NSNs are showing as to be added) and then going into Items Reviewed for a TOTAL NSN count. The User can then check it against the Report LF-395 statistics.

2.10  VIEW NSN LIST (see appendices A-58 through A-59)

  a.  This menu selection provides the user the entire list of the NSN/ PSCN/MPNs in the study along with the characteristic changes, standardi-zation code changes and notes and standard notes associated with each item.

  b.  Either scroll through the information or click on the SEARCH button to input a specific NSN/PSCN or MPN.  Do not use dashes when inputting the NSN or the PSCN but use all special characters if applicable of any MPN input (slash, dash, etc.).

2.10.1  AVAILABLE INFORMATION

  This file is a PC based flat file that contains all the NSNs, PSCNs, and MPNs associated with this study in order.  Each item is updated when:

  a.  It is reviewed.  The appropriate ORC is tagged to the item.

  b.  A characteristic field (MRC) is changed.  The MRC and the current Julian date is recorded against the item.

  c.  The standardization code is changed.  The FROM ISC and the TO ISC along with the Julian date of the change is recorded against the item.

  d.  A note is added/changed during the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC or the CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH process or from other processes that provides the FULL VIEW display of the item.

  e.  A standard note is added/changed during the UPDATE CHARACTERISTIC or the CHARACTERISTIC SEARCH process or from other processes that provides the FULL VIEW display of the item.

  f.  The REFRESH process is activated.  New items are added and/or existing items are deleted through the REFRESH Menu selection processes. 

2.10.2  DELETE

  This button function allows the user to delete an item from the NSN List File.

2.10.3  USING VIEW NSN LIST PROCESS

  a.  Two windows are displayed when the user first selects the NSN List File. 

    (1) The top window will display a scrollable list starting at the top of the items in the study.  Each item is identified with the start of study ISC, ORC if reviewed, and the Julian date of DATE REVIEWED.

    (2) When an item is highlighted (clicked on), additional information for that item is displayed in the bottom window (MRC CHANGED, ISC CHANGED, NOTES, and STD NOTES).

  b.  The services/agencies reviewing the PIRSL using the Disk PIRSL will see all this information except for the NOTES.

  c.  This VIEW NSN LIST function is selecting when the user needs to review what has been done on any item in the study or needs to delete an item from the PC portion of the study.

2.11  EXIT

  Selecting EXIT from the menu will close the study and return the user to Windows.

SECTION 3  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

3.1  ISA DATA BASE TABLES USED

  The tables on the mid-tier are used to build the NSN List File, the LINK File, and create the FULL VIEW screen displays.

3.1.1  LI4003a (ITEM IDENTIFICATION DATA)

  The following information is placed in the mid-tier tables for use by IR Study and PIRSL Programs from the DLSC Total Item Record data.

     DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
     FSC                   4              Federal Supply Class

     IRSTDY_SERNO          2              IR Study Serial Number

     NSN                  13              National Stock Number or

                                            Permanent System Control No.

     CRIT_CD_FIIG          1              Criticality Code, FIIG

     TY_ITM_ID_CD          1              Type Item Identification Code

     RPDMRC                1              Reference or Partial Descrip-

                                            tive Method Reason Code

     DEMIL_CD              1              Demilitarization Code

     GDE_NO_FIIG           6              Guide Number, Federal Item

                                            Identification Guild

     NIIN_PSCN_ASGM_DT     5              NIIN/PSCN Assignment Date

     ITM_NAME_CD           5              Approved Item Name Code or

                                            Unapproved Item Name Code

     ITM_NAME_APRVD       19              Item Name Approved/Unapproved

                                            Description

     HMIC                  1              Hazardous Material Indicator

                                            Code

     ESDC                  1              Electrostatic Discharge Code

     PREC_METL_IND_CD      1              Precious Metal Indicator Code

     E_STDN_STAT_CD        1              NIIN/PSCN Status Code from Seg

                                            E

     C_REFNO_CD            1              Reference Number Code (CAGE 

                                            Check - (C)ommerical or 

                                            (M)ilitary

     ASTX                  1              Asterik - Standardization

                                            Code different on TIR from

                                            reloading study.

3.1.2  LI4003c (REFERENCE NUMBER DATA)

  The following data is placed in the mid-tier tables for use by IR Study from DLSC Total Item Record and local mainframe table information.

     DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
     FSC                   4              Federal Supply Class

     IRSTDY_SERNO          2              IR Study Serial Number

     NSN                  13              NSN or PSCN

     REFNO_CTGY_CD         1              Reference Number Category Code

     REFNO_VARN_CD         1              Reference Number Variation

                                            Code

     DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
     DOC_AVAIL_CD          1              Document Availability Code

     CAGE                  5              Commercial and Government

                                            Entity Code

     REFNO_LOG            32              Reference Number, Logistics

     YA8_CNTR              7              Drawing Availability

     ASTX                  1              Asterisk - Standardization

                                            Code different on TIR from

                                            reloading study.

3.1.3  LI4003m (CHARACTERISTICS DATA)

  The following data is placed in the mid-tier tables for use by IR Study and PIRSL programs from the DLSC Total Item Record and local mainframe table information.

     DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
     FSC                   4              Federal Supply Class

     IRSTDY_SERNO          2              IR Study Serial Number

     NSN                  13              NSN or PSCN

     PSN                   3              Package Sequence Number

     SEQNO                 3              Sequence Number

     MRC                   4              Major Requirement Code

     RQ_STMT               66             MRC Description

     MRC_NO_1              15             First Numeric MRC Reply

     MRC_DESCR_1           30             First Numeric Description 

                                            Reply

     MRC_NO_2              15             Second Numeric MRC Reply

     MRC_DESCR_2           30             Second Numeric Decription

                                            Reply

     MRC_NO_3              15             Third Numeric MRC Reply

     MRC_DESCR_3           30             Third Numeric Description

                                            Reply

     MRC_CLR_TXT_RPY_FLD  950             Text Reply

3.1.4  Bach_hof TABLE

  The following information is extracted from the ISA mid-tier Bachelor_Head of Family table for building IR Study screens/files.

      DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
      MSTR_KEY              20             Head of Family (NSN/PSCN/MPN)

      ISC                    1             Item Standardization Code 

      MSTR_SUBGP_CD          2             Master Subgroup Code

      SERNO                  2             IR Study Serial Number 

      AAC                    1             Acquisition Advice Code

      MPN_FSC                4             Federal Supply Class

      MPN_IND                1             MPN Indicator

3.1.5  Mbr TABLE

  The following information is extracted from the ISA mid-tier Member table for building IR Study Screens/Files.

      DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION
      MSTR_KEY             20              Member NSN 

      ISC                   1              Item Standardization Code 

      SUBGP_CD              2              Member Subgroup Code

      MSTR_SUBGP_CD         2              Master Subgroup Code

      JTC                   2              Jump-To Code

      REPLM_NSN_PSCN_MPN   20              Replacement NSN/PSCN/MPN 

      DC                    1              Decision Code (looks for

                                             blank)

      AAC                   1              Acquisition Advice Code

3.1.6  TRAILER TABLE

  The following information is used to verify record building in the LINK File of the IR Study program.

      DATA ELEMENT        POSITIONS        EXPLANATION

      MSTR_KEY             20              Master NSN/PSCN/MPN

      MBR_NSN              13              Member NSN

      MBR_ISC               1              Member Item Standardization

                                             Code

      MBR_SUBGP_CD          2              Member Subgroup Code

      MBR_JTC               2              Member Jump-To Code

3.2  OTHER DATA AVAILABLE

  The IR Study Program requires other data when providing information to the user.

3.2.1  FLIS DATA

  Some Segment H (Catalog Management Data) and Segment Z (Futures) data is accessed using OPENLINK/PASSTHROUGH (PC to host to host connectivity) in both the Update Characteristics and Characteristics Search processes of IR Study.  See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 5 for detailed information.

3.2.2  MAINFRAME FILE DATA

  a.  The drawing data (YB8 File) and Segment B (Users) data are maintained on the mainframe for use in IR Study’s Update Characteristics and Characteristics Search processes.  When selected, the program accesses these files using OPENLINK (PC to mainframe connectivity).  See DLAM 4130.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 4 and 5 for detailed information.

  b.  The Contracting Technical Data File is available through OPENLINK to the existing SAMMS files in IR Study’s Update Characteristics and Characterisitcs Search processes.  See DLAM 4l30.3, Volume I, Part 1, Chapter 6, Section 5 for detailed information.
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