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SUBIJECT: Telephone Calls Home--Joint Travel Regulations (JTR)/Joint
Federal Travel Regulations (JFTR) Changes

In accordance with the JTR (civilian), par. C4706, COMMUNICATION
SERVICES and the JETR (military members), par. U4505, COMMUNICATION
SERVICES, “Government-owned or Government-leased services should be used for
official communications. Commercial communications services may be used when
government services are not available. Reimbursement may be authorized/approved
by the order-issuing official. The order-issuing official may determine certain
communications to a traveler's home/family are official. These communications
must be only to advise of the traveler’s safe arrival, to inform or inquire about
medical conditions, and to advise regarding changes in itinerary. The order-issuing
official should limit these communications to a dollar amount in advance of the TDY
so the traveler is aware of the limit. The order issuing official may approve charges
after the TDY when appropriate.” (GSBCA. 14554-TRAV, August 18, 1998) The
JTRAFTR, Appendix O, par. T4060-B5, used under the Defense Travel System. also
reflects this change.

Our point of contact is Deborah L. Beckner at (703) 767-3622 or DSN 427-3622.
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BENNIE E. WILLIAMS
Colonel (P), USA
Chief, Transportation (Policy)
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JOINT DETERMINATION
CIVILIAN TRAVEL DETERMINATION

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION
SUBJECT: MAP Item 42-98/ CAP Item 42-98 -- Phone Calls Home

The Committee Chair has approved the attached changes to the Joint Federal Travel Regulations,
Vol 1. (JFTR), made in MAP Item 42-98, and Joint Travel Regulations, Vol 2, (JTR), made in CAP [tem
42-98, for publication. These changes are scheduled to appear in JETR change number 151, and JTR
change number 405, dated 1 July 1999. These determinations are an advance notice of the changes to the
JIFTRATR. You are reguested to disseminate these determinations to the appropriate offices within your
Service. These determinations will be effective when printed in the JFTR and JTR.

5. W. WESTBROOK

Director
Attachments:
As stated
Hard Copy Distribution:
MAP Item file
CAP ltem file
Read File
E-Mail Distribution:
MAP & CAP Members Kay Anderson-Hager
T&T Branch Naney Murphy
Paul Joyce Jim Harte
Barbara Delisa HRSIC
John Argodale GSBCA Judges

SYNOPSIS:

Clarifies when phone calls home or to family may be official calls. A ceiling amount should be
set before the TDY and official calls are limited to those to advise of the traveler’s safe arrival or
changes in itinerary, and to inform or inguire about medical conditions.



JFTR CHANGE

JFTR, par. U4505 revised:

1J4505 COMMUNICATION SERVICES

Government-owned or Government-leased services should be used for official communications.
Commercial communications services may be used when Government services are not available.
Reimbursement may be authorized/approved by the order-issuing official. The order-issuing
official may determine certain communications to a traveler’s home/family are official. These
communications must be only to advise of the traveler’s safe arrival, to inform or inquire about
medical conditions, and to advise regarding changes in itinerary. The order-issuing official
should limit these communications to a dollar amount in advance of the TDY so the traveler is
aware of the limit. The order issuing official may approve charges after the TDY when
appropriate (GSBCA 14554-TRAV, August 18, 1998).

JFTR/AITR, Appendix O, par. T4060-B3 revised:

5. Phone Calls to Home or Family During TDY. The AO may determine certain
communications 1o a traveler's home/family as official. These communications must be only to
advise of the traveler's safe arrival, to inform or inquire about medical conditions, and to advise
regarding changes in itinerary. The AO should limit these communications to a dollar amount in
advance of the TDY so the traveler is aware of the limit. The order issuing official may approve
charges afier the TDY when appropriate (GSBCA 14554-TRAV., August 18, 1998).
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JTR CHANGE

JTR, par. C4706 revised:

C4706 COMMUNICATION SERVICES

Government-owned or Government-leased services should be used for official communications.
Commercial communications services may be used when Government services are not available.
Reimbursement may be authorized/approved by the order-issuing official. The
authenticating/order-issuing official may determine certain communications to a traveler's
home/family are official. These communications must be only to advise of the traveler’s safe
arrival, to inform or inquire about medical conditions, and to advise regarding changes in
itinerary. The order-issuing official should limit these communications to a dollar amount in
advance of the TDY so the traveler is aware of the limit. The order issuing official may approve
charges after the TDY when appropriate (GSBCA 14554-TRAV, August 18, 1998).

JFTRATR, Appendix O, par. T4060-BS revised:

5. Phone Calls to Home or Family During TDY. The AO may determine certain
communications to a traveler’s home/family as official. These communications must be only to
advise of the traveler's safe arrival, to inform or inquire about medical conditions, and to advise
regarding changes in itinerary. The AO should limit these communications to a dollar amount in
advance of the TDY so the traveler is aware of the limit. The order issuing official may approve
charges after the TDY when appropriate (GSBCA 14554-TRAV, August 18, 1998),
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