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DAR COUNCIL ACTIVITY REPORT

FEBRUARY 28, 2001


FAR/DFARS Cases Discussed:
	2000-304
	Electronic Signatures:  Clarify FAR coverage regarding electronic signatures. 


	Agreed to draft final rule.  DAR staff processing.

	2001-018
	Applicability of Cost Principles:  Amend FAR Part 31 to provide that cost principles do not apply to the pricing of fixed-price contracts when cost or pricing data is not obtained, and amend FAR 42.709(b) and 42.709-6 to revise the threshold from $500,000 to $550,000.
	Send back to Committee to review additional OSD comments on proposed coverage.

	2001-005
	Notification of Overpayment, Contract Financing Payments:  In response to a GAO report (GAO/NSIAD-99-131), FAR Case 1999-023 was initiated, in part, to revise the prompt payment clauses to require a contractor to notify the contracting officer if the Government overpays the contractor when making an invoice payment.  This case expands the requirement for notification of overpayments to contract financing payments.
	Agreed to draft proposed rule.  DAR staff processing.


NOTE 1:  I have been advised that Mr. Paul Wolfowitz was  confirmed as DEPSECDEF by the Senate on February 28, 2001.  Paperwork is being processed, and he is expected to be the DEPSECDEF by the end of this week. Mr. Rudy DeLeon, who has been Acting DEPSECDEF, will stay on at OSD for 30 days or so to ease the transition. 

NOTE 2: Clarification of FAR rule on Prohibitions on Forced or Indentured Child Labor. This final rule was published in the Federal Register as FAC 97-23 on January 18, 2001, with an effective date of February 20, 2001. By direction of White House memo dated January 20, 2001 entitled Regulatory Review Plan, regulations that had been published in the Federal Register but had not yet taken effect were to be delayed 60 days, with certain exceptions.  Since GSA did not publish notice of the delay of this rule timely, and the rule did not meet any of the exceptions, it became effective on February 20, 2001.  OMB has since waived compliance with the White House memo for this rule, and it remains fully effective.  The DoL list referenced in the rule was published as a notice vice a rule, and was not subject to the delay mandated in the White House memo.  The list, therefore, is also fully effective.  The required provisions/clauses of this rule are applicable to solicitations issued on or after the effective date of February 20, 2001. 
NOTE 3:  There has been no change in the status of the rule on Contractor Responsibility.  The DAR staff is obtaining approval from the SECDEF to publish the new proposed FAR rule revoking the current coverage under FAR Case Number 2001-014 
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  CONTACT:
	  Ynette Shelkin, DLA Policy Member, DAR Council

    703-767-1356/DSN: 427-1356; fax: 703-767-1458

    e-mail:  ynette_shelkin@hq.dla.mil


Activity reports are available on the DLA Regulations Web Page at
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