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DAR COUNCIL ACTIVITY REPORT

May 16, 2001


FAR/DFARS Cases Discussed:
	2001-025


	Iceland – Newly Designated Country under TAA:  Revises FAR 25.003 and 52.225-5 to add Iceland as a designated country.
	Agreed to draft final rule.  DAR staff processing.

	2001-D009


	Extension of the MOU – 8(a) Program:  Revises DFARS Subpart 219.800(a) to incorporate into the DFARS Amendment 1 to the MOU extending the expiration date to September 20, 2001.
	Agreed to final rule. DAR staff processing.  (NOTE:  Amendment 1 to the MOU extending the expiration date has already been approved and is effective.)

	2000-D008


	Iceland – Newly Designated Country under TAA: Revises DFARS clauses 252.225-7007 and –7021 to add Iceland to the list of designated countries under the TAA.
	Agreed to final rule.  DAR staff processing.


NOTE 1:  The looseleaf version of Federal Acquisition Circular 97-25, published on May 2, 2001, is available for download at-

http://www.arnet.gov/far/FAC/fac25.pdf
NOTE 2: >>>A correction to FAC 97-22 was published in the Federal Register on Monday, May 15, 2001. This correction pertains only to clarifying the definition of performance-based contracting in FAR Case 1999-403. It is available for download at-

http://www.arnet.gov/far/FAC/fac97-22b.pdf
NOTE 3: The effective date of FAC 97-22 was delayed for 60 days until May 11 by Federal Register notice dated March 9, 2001. The rules included were-

                FAR Case 1999-403, Definitions

FAR Case 1999-016, Advance Payments for Non-Commercial Items

FAR Case 1999-021, Part 12 and Assignment of Claims

FAR Case 1999-023, Clause Flowdown-Commercial Items

The Federal Register Notice is available for download at—

http://www.arnet.gov/far/FAC/fac97-22a.pdf
The looseleaf pages for this delay will be posted shortly and a notification sent when it is available for download.  Prematurely posting this FAC will result in disconnects with subsequently issued FACs. Until the looseleaf pages are made available and can be posted, it is recommended that you rely on the electronic FAR.  

>>>
>>>
NOTE 4:  The  comment period for Proposed Rule 2001-014, Contractor           Responsiblility, has been extended to July 6, 2001.  A public meeting is also scheduled. You can download the Federal Register notice of extension and public meeting at-

http://www.arnet.gov/far/ProposedRules/01-014a.pdf
Any agency comments must be submitted through the appropriate DLA HQ liaison.

NOTE 5:  Federal Acquisition Circular 97-26, Federal Register version, published May 16, 2001, is available for download at—

http://www.arnet.gov/far/FAC/fac97-26.pdf
Attached below are the press releases for FAC 97-26.  It contains three cases: 

· 1997-304, Electronic Commerce in Federal Procurement (“FEDBIZOPS”); 

· 2001-016, Labor Relations in Construction Projects; and 

· 2001-017, Revocation of E.O. on Nondisplacement of Qualified Workers.
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NOTE 6: The SF 129, solicitation mailing list, is prescribed at 14.205-1(d).  With certain exceptions, solicitation mailing lists are established and maintained by the contracting activity.  DDP has asked if we still need the SF 129 and if so, do we need to update the form to include service disabled and vets.  I need to find out if our contracting activities still utilize this form.  If we find out that you do, the DAR Council might need to open a case to consider updating it to address current

      business types, sizes, and preference programs.  Please advise me ASAP of  your findings by e-mail at ynette_shelkin@hq.dla.mil  .

A current GPE website (see www.eps.gov) may serve the same purpose as the mailing lists, whereby a contractor can register to receive information for potential business opportunities by specific stock number and location.  It may be a bit premature to substitute this current functionality for existing FAR language. Please let me know your thoughts on this as well.  

  NOTE 7:  The DAR Directorate and DAR Council members will be offsite next week  attending the DoD Procurement Conference. The next DAR Council meeting is scheduled for May 31.
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  CONTACTS:
	  Ynette Shelkin, DLA Policy Member, DAR Council

    703-767-1356/DSN: 427-1356; fax: 703-767-1458

    e-mail:  ynette_shelkin@hq.dla.mil    

    Pauline Perkins, Secretary

   703-767-1419/DSN: 427-1419; fax: 703-767-1458

    e-mail:  pauline_perkins@hq.dla.mil 


Activity reports are available on the DLA Regulations Web Page at


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.dla.mil/j-3/j-336/logisticspolicy/DARcouncil.htm" ��http://www.dla.mil/j-3/j-336/logisticspolicy/DARcouncil.htm�  











_1051616807.doc
Executive Order 13202, Preservation of Open Competition and Government Neutrality Towards Government Contractors’ Labor Relations on Federal and Federally Funded Construction Projects.


The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) has been changed to implement Executive Order (EO) 13202, Preservation of Open Competition and Government Neutrality Towards Government Contractors’ Labor Relations on Federal and Federally Funded Construction Projects dated February 22, 2001 as amended by EO 13208, dated April 11, 2001. 


This FAR change provides that agencies may not require or prohibit offerors, contractors, or subcontractors from entering into or adhering to agreements with one or more labor organizations.  It also permits agency heads to exempt a project from this requirement under special circumstances in order to avert an imminent threat to public health or safety, or to serve the national security.  The exemption may not be related to the possibility of an actual labor dispute.  An exemption may be allowed for projects governed by a project labor agreement in place as of February 17, 2001, which had a construction contract awarded as of February 17, 2001.  


 [A copy of the FAR interim rule is found on the GSA website at http://www.arnet.gov/far/.]



_1051616843.doc
Executive Order 13204, Revocation of Executive Order on Nondisplacement of Qualified Worker Under Certain Contracts


The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) has been changed  to implement Executive Order (EO) 13204, Revocation of Executive Order on Nondisplacement of Qualified Worker Under Certain Contracts, dated February 17, 2001.  The EO requires that any FAR changes implementing EO 12399, Nondisplacement of Qualified Worker Under Certain Contracts, be promptly rescinded. EO 12399 required that building service contracts for public buildings include a clause requiring the contractor under a contract that succeeds a contract for performance of similar services at the same public building to offer certain employees under the predecessor contract, a right of first refusal to employment under the new contract.  This FAR change removes this requirement.


[A copy of the FAR interim rule is found on the GSA website at http://www.arnet.gov/far/.]



_1051616747.doc
ELECTRONIC COMMERCE IN FEDERAL PROCUREMENT


The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) has been changed to further implement the use of electronic commerce in awarding Federal contracts.  The FAR change designates a single point of universal electronic public access to Governmentwide procurement opportunities (the “Governmentwide Point of Entry” or “GPE”).  Agencies may provide access to notices through the GPE, as designated in the FAR, instead of publishing them via the Commerce Business Daily (CBD).  This provides contractors that are interested in doing business with the Federal Government an easily accessible electronic means of determining Government's upcoming needs.


The Federal Business Opportunities (“FedBizOpps”) has been designated as the GPE.  Agencies have until October 1, 2001 to complete their transition to, or integration with, FedBizOpps.  By that date, all agencies must use FedBizOpps to provide access to public notices of procurement actions over $25,000 that are currently required to be published in the CBD along with associated solicitations and amendments.  In addition, agencies will not be required to provide notice in the CBD as of January 1, 2002, since access to this information will be provided on the Internet through FedBizOpps.  Ms. Deidre A. Lee, the Director of Defense Procurement, stated  "Moving to an electronic commerce system to simplify and streamline the procurement process will enhance customer service and promote cost effectiveness."



{A copy of the FAR revisions can be found in the PDF file also attached to this e-mail (FAC 97-26, Item XX).  GSA is expected to post the change to its website later today at http://www.arnet.gov/far/.]



