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DAR COUNCIL ACTIVITY REPORT

FEBRUARY 07, 2001


FAR/DFARS Cases Discussed:
	2001-D001
	Cancellation of MIL-STD-973, Configuration Management:  Revise the DFARS to reflect the cancellation of MIL-STD-973, Configuration Management.


	Agreed to final rule .


NOTE 1:  FAC 97-22 is now available in looseleaf format at the following website:

http://www.arnet.gov/far/FAC/fac22.pdf  

NOTE 2: The DoL list of products requiring contractor certification regarding use of forced or indentured child labor referenced at FAR 22.1503(a) is currently viewable at  <http://www.dol.gov/dol/_sec/public/regs/fedreg/notices/2001000953.htm> .  See Part III. Final List of Products.   The website listed in the final rule was inaccessible. 

NOTE 3:  On February 2, 2001, the General Services Administration (GSA) issued a class deviation to the controversial new rule on contractor responsibility, dubbed the “blacklisting” rule by business groups.  The rule became effective on January 19, 2001.  Under the current rule, contracting officers are required to consider a contractor’s past violations to a host of non-procurement related laws and regulations in awarding new contracts. The deviation, regarded as the initial step in gaining permanent relief, suspends the rule for a period of six months, through July 19, 2001.  It is anticipated that NASA may also issue a similar deviation. Meanwhile, the DDP is focusing her energies on a more global solution: an interim rule to effectively suspend the current rule, similar to the effect of the deviation; however, public comments on the suspension would be solicited.  Union officials have criticized GSA for inappropriately circumventing the public comment process by issuing its unilateral class deviation.  Under the DDP proposal currently under review, a proposed rule would also be issued, requesting public comments on reinstating the previous FAR language.  Approval by the SECDEF, OMB and the FAR Council (which includes NASA and GSA) is required prior to publishing these new rules.  In a related matter, the response to the lawsuit filed by industry groups on December 22, 2000, seeking to revoke the rule, is due out February 22, 2001. 

NOTE 4:  The effective dates for regulations that have been published in the Federal Register with delayed effective dates have been pushed back 60 days from the day the regulations were due to go into effect under the Bush Administration’s Regulatory Review Plan issued January 20, 2001.  The moratorium is designed to ensure that Bush administration officials have an opportunity to review a host of regulations and executive orders that came out during the last days of the Clinton administration.  Among those rules affected are the HUBZone rule under FAR Case 2001-003 and the Child Labor rule, FAR Case 1999-608, both currently slated to take effect on February 20, 2001.  The Senate Small Business Committee has urged President Bush to allow changes promulgated under the HUBZone rule to take effect as currently scheduled.  HUBZone program eligibility is expanded under the current rule to all agencies covered by the FAR.  The January 20, 2001  memo can be viewed at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/20010123-4.html  .

NOTE 5:  The ad-hoc committee working the long-awaited rewrite of FAR Part 45 has sent its final product to DCMA for review.  The DAR Council discussion of the case scheduled for February 14, 2001, has been postponed indefinitely. 
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Activity reports are available on the DLA Regulations Web Page at
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