DISA Becomes New Host of XML/EDI Group

Orlando, FL, February 2, 2000 -- The XML/EDI Group, the largest grass-roots organization advocating the Extensible Markup Language (XML) for business exchanges over the Internet, has joined with the Data Interchange Standards Association (DISA) for management of its business and technical services. The XML/EDI Group and DISA made the announcement today at the Electronic Business XML (ebXML) meeting in Orlando, Fla. The XML/EDI Group becomes the latest client of DISA's rapidly growing Collaborative Services Division. Like other Collaborative Services clients, DISA will host the XML/EDI Group's web site and e-mail discussion  list, as well as provide a venue for regular meetings of the group. DISA will also provide the XML/EDI Group with publishing and administrative services.  The XML/EDI Group began in July 1997 as an ad hoc collection of a few professionals and volunteers in various industries dedicated to promoting and guiding the future of XML standards and products applied to electronic data interchange (EDI).  The Group has grown to about 1,700 members focusing on the technology of incorporating XML with e-business particularly for smaller enterprises that have not before been able to use EDI. The XML/EDI Group has a popular e-mail discussion list that generates a continuous flow of serious yet lively exchanges on XML technology for e-business.  The Group has written guidelines for XML's use with EDI and proposed specifications for repositories of XML/EDI specifications used by industry groups.  The Group's activities have encouraged development of e-business standards in both North America and Europe where the group has active chapters.

"The XML/EDI Group joins with DISA's fast-paced Collaborative Services team that helps clients like the OpenTravel Alliance, Interactive Financial Exchange Forum, and now the Mortgage Industry Standards Maintenance Organization achieve their e-business objectives using the latest Internet technologies," said Jerry Connors, Acting President of DISA. "The Group can take advantage of DISA's 13 years of managing business data exchange standards that will help organizations build on their experiences rather than starting over from scratch."

Bruce Peat, chair of the XML/EDI Group, said "With DISA's support, we expect to take a more visible and assertive role in our grass roots advocacy for improving e-business with XML for end users." Peat added, The XML/EDI Group's role as the only end-user voice for development of e-business standards using XML will fit in well  with DISA's role as the leading authority on business data exchanges."

Bruce Peat and David Webber of the XML/EDI Group and Tim Cochran of DISA are available for contact through Feb. 3, 2000, at the ebXML meeting at the Walt Disney Resort Hilton, 407-827-4000.

DISA, a Virginia-based not-for-profit association, is the leading provider of educational and networking forums on e-business. Promoting e-commerce in a global marketplace, DISA provides technical and management services to standards and XML specification development organizations, including the OpenTravel Alliance, the Interactive Financial Exchange Forum, Mortgage Bankers Association of America's Mortgage Industry Standards Maintenance Organization, the XML/EDI Group, and  the Accredited Standards Committee X12. DISA's affiliation with EC User Groups and emerging initiatives around the world facilitates an interchange of e-commerce topics hitting the marketplace. In other international arenas, DISA and ASC X12 serve as the entry point for the United States into the United Nations/Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and Transport (UN/EDIFACT), an international standard relating to the exchange of trade goods and services.

