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Defense Logistics Agency Factoids:

Wow! I didn’t know the Defense Logistics Agency did that!

Fort Belvoir, Va. -- DLA provides supply support, and technical and logistics services to the military services and to several civilian agencies. Headquartered at Fort Belvoir, Va., the agency is the one source for nearly every consumable item, whether for combat readiness, emergency preparedness or day-to-day operations.

Betcha Didn’t Know That ...

DLA is the largest of the Defense Agencies.  They manage 5.2 million items that support individuals and the services’ weapons platforms. In fiscal year 2003, DLA provided nearly $25 billion worth of supplies and services to America’s fighting forces and projections for fiscal year 2004 are near $29 billion.  If DLA were a Fortune 500 company, it would rank 55th --just above Northrop Grumman. http://www.dla.mil/ 
DLA provides 100 percent of the food, clothing and protective gear, medical supplies, fuel and construction material to America’s armed forces.  They also supply 95 percent of repair parts for critical assets like aircraft, tanks, and other weapons platforms.

Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom  


DLA has supplied the fighting forces involved in both operations with more than 85 million meals-ready-to-eat.  Since military forces in Iraq have become less mobile, DLA has been supplying field rations which require no kitchen and those which require a rudimentary kitchen to prepare.  These Unitized Group Rations (UGRs) are designed to feed 50 people or more and are tastier and less expensive than MREs.  Through their Defense Supply Center Philadelphia field activity, DLA has provided nearly 92 million UGR meals to Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  Together, that’s enough meals to feed the entire state of Georgia for more nearly three weeks! http://www.dscp.dla.mil/subs/rations/meals/mres.htm 
DLA’s Defense Energy Support Center has provided more than 1.9 billion gallons of fuel in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and more than 1.2 billion gallons of fuel in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. That’s enough to support the United States’ daily fuel consumption for more than a week!  http://www.desc.dla.mil/ 
DLA has processed more than 5.8 million requisitions worth $5.6 billion for Operation Enduring Freedom and 1.4 million requisitions worth more than $2.6 billion for Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Daily Operations 

Every day DLA receives more than 45,000 requisitions.  The agency processes nearly 8,200 contracts daily and does business with nearly 24,000 different suppliers.


DLA’s Defense Distribution Center, headquartered in New Cumberland, Pa., is the second largest warehouse operation in North America.  In fiscal year 2003, it processed more than 23 million issues and currently holds an inventory valued at $83.2 billion.  Presently the DDC operates 25 distribution centers around the world, with an additional site set to open this year.  www.ddc.dla.mil 


Last fiscal year, DLA supplied the services with more than 1.3 million hot weather boots, 2.3 million desert camouflage coats and 2.5 million desert camouflage trousers.  From weapons systems support (more than 1300 individual systems www.dscc.dla.mil ) to socks (more than 8 million pairs), DLA is the one stop shop for nearly all of the military’s needs.

Logistics Improvements Since Desert Shield/Storm

Contingency support for troops must begin before a contingency or conflict occurs, which means that demands for clothing, medicines, food, fuel, and construction materials must begin to be determined before the troops deploy.  Once a conflict begins, large quantities of these items will be needed to support and sustain the troops in theater, and there must be enough to meet the demands.  By being involved in the earliest stages of planning during Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, DLA was able to help the services better determine the types and quantities of items they would need, and when they would need them.  As a result, construction equipment and meals were waiting in theater when the conflict began; and at least seven days of meals were always on hand in theater.

Since the first Gulf war, DLA has taken the lead to improve distribution and asset visibility.  Today, pallets and containers are tracked with Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags.  These and other DLA technology improvements make it easier for our customers to track their property and anticipate delivery.  As a result, unnecessary reorders have been significantly reduced.  In past wars, the services often ordered 2-3 times what they needed of some materials because they weren’t able to track orders and anticipate delivery dates.  RFID tags provide additional flexibility to agile forces.  Containers can be more easily rerouted to where they are really needed if circumstances change. 

DLA provides supply support, and technical and logistics services to the U.S. Military Services and to several federal civilian agencies.  Headquartered at Fort Belvoir, Va., the agency is the one source for nearly every consumable item, whether for combat readiness, emergency preparedness or day-to-day operations.
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