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Navy Cmdr. Aaron K. Smith, a native of Virginia Beach, Virginia, earned his 
commission through Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island, in 
2008. He assumed command of DLA Distribution Sigonella, Italy in May 2026. 
His command is the key forward-positioned stock location for the Navy’s 
6th Fleet and the premier distribution provider for the joint force supporting 
operations in U.S. European Command, U.S. Africa Command and U.S. 
Central Command..
He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in homeland security and emergency 
preparedness from Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, 
Virginia, in 2007, and a master’s degree in business administration focusing 
on acquisition and contract management from the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, in June 
2021. He is also a 2023 graduate of the Joint Combined Warfare School in Norfolk, Virginia.
His operational assignments include assistant supply officer on the USS Winston S. Churchill in Norfolk, Virginia; 
and supply officer on the USS Carter Hall in Little Creek, Virginia.
His shore assignments include supply officer at the Naval Computers and Telecommunications Station in Sigonella, 
Italy; deputy director of military pay operations for the Defense Finance and Accounting Service in Cleveland, 
Ohio; supervisory contracts negotiator for Naval Sea Systems Command at the Washington Navy Yard; deputy 
director of the Defense Logistics Agency Headquarters, 3-Star Strategic Initiatives Group in Fort Belvoir, Virginia; 
and deputy chief of contracting for the Office of Special Projects at Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling in Washington, 
D.C.
Smith is designated as a Surface Warfare Supply Corps officer and achieved Defense Acquisition Professional 
Membership in 2019. He holds several Defense Acquisition Workforce Improvement Act certifications across a 
range of acquisition competencies, including contracting, business financial management and life cycle logistics. 
He is also designated as a fully joint qualified officer, Level III.
His personal awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy 
Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and various unit, campaign and service 
medals.


