
1. Services' Buyers' Guide Joint Working Group (JWG) receives 
and reviews proposal* to restrict or remove ingredient. The 
decision to either advance to the next step or reject is noted in 
the minutes and made within 30 days of receipt.

2. Joint Subsistence Advisory Committee (JSAC) reviews to 
determine if the recommendation should be reviewed by Joint 
Subsistence Policy Board (JSPB). The decision to either advance 
to the next step or reject it is noted in the minutes and made 
within 30 days of receipt.

3. JSPB reviews and makes a recommendation for consideration 
by the DoD Nutrition Committee (NC). The decision to either 
advance or reject it is noted in the minutes and made within 30 
days of receipt.

4.a. DoD NC determines what additional internal fact finding is 
warranted and then initates steps to fill knowledge gap within 
60 days.

4.b. DoD NC reviews information and votes to either advance or 
reject. The outcome of the vote will be noted in the minutes. 
The review and vote held within 30 days of the completion of 
the internal fact finding.

5. DoD NC issues a notice in the Federal Register to gather 
external input from stakeholders within 15 days of the DoD NC 
vote conclusion

6. External stakeholders provide comments to the Federal 
Register notice with a minimum 15 day comment period

7. DoD NC reviews feedback and determines within 30 days 
which Federal organization(s) are best suited to evaluate 
response, research, and provide recommendations by food 
type. Federal partners have 90 days to review and provide 
comment.

7.a. For meat and poultry products, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, consult U.S.  Department of Agriculture

7.c. For Operational Rations, consult U.S. Army 
Combat Feeding Division

7.d. For seafood, consult U.S. Department of 
Commerce

7.b. For all foods except USDA-regulated meat, 
poultry, egg products; seafood and fish; combination 
products with <3% raw or <2% cooked meat; game 
meats from non-amenable species; dietary  
supplements and infant formula; food and color 
additives, GRAS substances; animal feed and pet food, 
consult Food and Drug Administration

Consultation Required with one or more Federal partners
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or

And/
or

And/
or

8. DoD NC reviews all input, coordinates with internal 
stakeholders and votes within 30 days of receipt of external 
stakeholder information. **

9. DoD NC publishes determination and justification in the 
Federal Register within 30 days of vote.

Department of War
Non-imminent Ingredient Review 

Process Map
Purpose: This process is designed for use for routine 
review of ingredients. This process is not for imminent 
safety concerns. Concerns of food safety (contamination, 
adulteration, allergan), regulatory non-compliance, 
recall/outbreak are regulated by the Food and Drug 
Adminstration (FDA) and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Ingredients raising imminent safety 
concerns do not follow this process but follow regulatory 
mandate.

*A proposal can be provided by any office within the
Department or Service

**The DoD NC may determine additional information is
necessary and can repeat any of steps 5-7 until sufficient 
information is gathered.

***Return for public comment (step 6) if significant changes 
are made due to Federal partner input.
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