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1. The purpose of this modification is to clarify and describe procedures to ensure
compliance with laws applicable to performance under this contract, in this case, the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS). Effective July 1, 2016,
SOLAS requires that the Verified Gross Mass (VGM) of all loaded containers be provided
to the ocean carrier and terminal representative before any container is lifted onboard a
vessel. Additional information on these requirements is included in Military Surface
Deployment and Distribution Command Customer Advisory CA-16-04/08-0035 dated
April 8, 2016 (attached).

2. When shipping containers booked through the Defense Transportation System (DTS), in
order to comply with SOLAS requirements, the Subsistence Prime Vendor MUST ensure
that the VGM of each container is provided to DLA Distribution, that the VGM of each
container is certified, and that the tare weight of each container is also provided to DLA
Distribution. This information shall be provided by the Subsistence Prime Vendor, or its
representative, in a format approved by the DLA Distribution Transportation office.

3. The certified VGM of the container shall be determined by one of the following methods,
unless otherwise authorized by the Contracting Officer, with all weighing being completed
in accordance with the laws of the jurisdiction in which the weighing occurs:

Method No. 1: Weigh the packed container after loading is finished;
___or___

Method No.2: Weigh the individual packages/cargo, including the packing
and securing material, then add the tare weight of the container.

4. When shipping containers booked through DTS, the VGM provided to DLA Distribution
must be certified with the following statement:

“l hereby certify that this container was weighted IAW the International
Convention for the Safety of Lives at Sea (SOLAS), Chapter VI, Part A,
Regulation 2 - Cargo Information, and the gross weight is determined to be

Ibs. Signed and certified: (electronic signature; pen and ink
signature; or signature block in all capital letters).”

All forms of signhature must be legible and made by a representative of the “shipper.” For
the purposes of the certified VGM for any material shipped through DTS under this
contract, the “shipper” is defined as the company at whose location the container is
loaded and sealed. There may be instances where the party booking the container differs
from the shipper; however, the shipper is still responsible for supplying and certifying the
VGM data unless otherwise directed by the Contracting Officer or DLA Distribution. The
Subsistence Prime Vendor will be responsible for ensuring that the shipper provides an
accurate VGM and provides the appropriate certification. Failure to submit the VGM, the
above certification statement, and/or a legible, valid form of signature may delay the
container shipment. The Government will not be responsible for any delays or costs
associated with the failure to provide the required VGM and certification. Consistent with
the basic contract terms, any such costs, including demurrage or product loss, will be the
Subsistence Prime Vendor’s responsibility.

Inclusion of the above certification on a packing list is generally the preferred method of
submission; however, other forms of submission may be acceptable when approved or
required by DLA Distribution and the Contracting Officer.
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It is the Subsistence Prime Vendor’'s responsibility to ensure all information and
documentation submitted is accurate so that containers will not be delayed during transit.
The Subsistence Prime Vendor is advised that a container missing the VGM certification
may not be loaded onboard the vessel and may be denied entry to the port facility. Any
discrepancies in the VGM could result in additional charges and/or cargo being frustrated
within the transportation pipeline. The Subsistence Prime Vendor will be responsible for
costs incurred for delays due to improper or erroneous documentation, including
documentation related to SOLAS requirements. The U.S. Government is not responsible
for any costs resulting from or related to delays associated with these SOLAS
requirements or improper documentation.

Additionally, for Class | Subsistence shipments through DTS, the Subsistence Prime
Vendor will be required to provide the DTS carrier with the VGM directly. The method for
providing each carrier with the VGM may vary based on the carrier and the port. The
Subsistence Prime Vendor shall request specific guidance on how this information is to
be provided to the carriers from the DLA Distribution Transportation Office.

The Subsistence Prime Vendor is responsible for ensuring its continued compliance with
transportation related laws and regulations applicable to performance under this contract.
The Subsistence Prime Vendor should continue to coordinate with USTRANSCOM, Military
Surface Deployment and Distribution Command, DLA Distribution, and DLA Troop
Support to ensure its continued compliance with all DTS shipping requirements.

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
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