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ITEM:  Half Tray Double Seam Can    MONOGRAPH#:  AAA 
 (Tray Pack Can) 
 
NSN:  None     ITEM SPECIFICATION:  Mil-C-44340 
                (Can, Tray Pack) 
CHARACTERISTICS OF ITEM: 
 
A.  BACKGROUND. 
      1.  In 1969, the U.S. Army Natick Research, Development and Engineering Center 
(Natick) began investigating the possibility of developing a retortable steam table 
container (can) for special purpose thermoprocessed foods that would be compatible  
with military feeding requirements. 
      2.  Natick became interested in such cans while reviewing a report entitled 
“Sterilizable Semi-rigid Aluminum Food Containers” by Lane and Widmer (1969).   
The authors reported a Swiss group had developed a line of single serving cans with a 
perfectly smooth flange that could be heat sealed.  This breakthrough in forming cans led 
Natick to conclude that a hermetically sealed half-size steam table tray can could be 
fabricated and that such capability could be employed to complement the Combat Field 
Feeding System (CFFS) *. 
 
* Now called the Army Field Feeding System 
 
      3.  The CFFS, an Army of Excellence Program, was designed to take advantage of 
technological advances in food preparation and processing to reduce combat food service 
requirements for labor, water, and fuel; to shorten food preparation time; and to increase 
kitchen mobility, flexibility, and responsiveness.  The tray pack can was viewed as an 
ideal candidate to support the CFFS initiative.  A variety of menus, incorporating the tray 
pack can, was proposed for subsequent employment with in the CFFS. 
      4.  The menus consisted of a combination of tray pack entrees, vegetables, starches, 
and desserts, supplemented with bread, beverages, soups, and cereals, and includes fresh 
fruits and salads when available.  A ten day, two meals per day, cyclic menu based on the 
concept was formulated by the U.S. Army Troop Support Agency and accepted by 
Natick, the Services, and the Armed Forces Product Evaluation Committee (AFPEC), as 
a basis for the tray pack product development and testing program. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
































